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periment. I move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

Tue Hox. K. M. STONE : 1 think that
this Bill will commend itself to the House.
It seems to me there is some misunder-
standing as to the power of married
women to apply for separation orders on
the husband being fined £5 for assault.
{Under this Bill, if a husband is fined £5
for assault, the wife may fake out a
summons calling upon him to show cause
why an order should not be made against
him, and, of course, justices will exercise
a discretion and will only make an order
where the facts warrant it. I have often
come across cases where wives have
wished to obtain separation orders, Dut
have been too poor to go to the Supreme
Court. Under this Bill they will Le able
to go to the police court and obtain a
separation order and an allowance.

TrE Hon. C. A, PIESSE : It seems to
me that this Bill provides a much needed
want, but I can see a difficulty in regaurd
to the seutence which wust be immposed
upon a man before a woman is entitled to
apply for an order. Whether a man is
fined £5 or £2 depends very much on
the state of the liver of the justice who
tries the case, and I hardly think that
the order should depend upon that. For
instance one black eye-mnght he worth
40s., two black eyes B0s., and two with,
perhaps, a good pulling of the hair and &
drageing about the floor, might be worth
£5 10s., and then the woman could apply
for an order, but the black eye, or two alone,
would be worth nothing to her in obtain-
ing an order. I call attention to this
matter because T do not think that a value
should be placed on the assault. .

Tre Hon. F. M. STONE: The order
does not merely depend upon a fine of £5,
but may be granted where a husband has
been guilty of persistent cruelty.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was then considered in com-
mittee, agreed to withont amendment,
reported, and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 830 o'clock, pm,
adjourned until Thursday, 6th August,
1896, at 430 o'clock, p.m.
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Tegislative ssembly,
Wednesday, 5th Aungust, 1896,

Question: Agent Genernl's suggestions re orders for
rolling sfock, &c.—Question: reported offer of
Broome Hill property by Lord Brussey~Furchase
of fire epgine by Perth City Council -Motion :
wnter availuble locally on ensterm goldfields —
Motion : text.-book on ngriculture for schools—
Coolgardie Water Sulpply Loan Bill; second rend-
ing; detate concluded —3unicipal Institutions Act
Ameundment Bill; in committee—Adjowrnment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30
o’clock, p.m.

PRATYERS.

QUESTION : AGENT GENERAL'S SUG-
GESTIONS RE ORDERS FOR ROLLING
STOCK, &ec.

Mr. RANDELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Prewier,—(«.) Whether
the complaints contained in page 4 of the
Agent General's Report for 1895, « That
the Agency was not sufficiently furnished
with important documents, maps, &c.,”
had received atteution, and been complied
with. (b.) Whether the remarks on
page 5 of the Report, r¢ system of
ordering rolling stock, and the sugges-
tions made thereon, had received atten-
tion; and if so, whether any alterastion
was intended to be made. {¢.) Why the
advice given by the Agent General, on
page 6. as to purchase of maferial when
low prices prevailed, was not followed.
(d.) Was it intended, in accordance with
suggestions ou page 7, to revise the regu-
lations applving to immigration ; and, if
s0, in what direction ?

Tne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied,—(a.) Every endeavour has been
made to comply with the Agent General's
requests, and, it is hoped, with some sue-
cess. I will have the matter more closely
attended to. (b.) The circumstances sur-
rounding the rolling stock requirements
of this colony are so cxceptional as to
preclude the ordering of a year's supply
at one time; besides which, in building
new railways, it is not usual to order the
-rolling stock until after the vote for the
construction of the railway has been
; passed by Parliament, and then the
" rapidity with which railway construction
I proceeds in this colony does not permit
sufficient interval between ordering rol-
ling stock and the time it is required for
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traffic to allow of its coming forward in
small parcels at regular intervals, as sug-
gested. Asregardswheels and axles, £o., for
maintenance purposes, it has always been
customary to include requirements in the
half-yearly indents forwarded to the Agent
Greneral for general railway stores. The
Government are, however, alive tg the
advisability of following the suggestion
made by the Agent (General, as far as
circomstances will admit. {¢.) All rails
for works then authorised by Parliament
were ordered at one time, viz., in Jannary,
1895, including 15 miles for maintenance,
additional sidings, &c., whereas the Agent
(General's letter, in which he tendered his
advice on the subject, was received on
1oth  April, 1895. The Authorisation
Acts for Coolgardie, Donnybrook to
Bridgetown, and SBouth-Western Railway
to Collie Coalfields lines were assented to
on 12th October, 1895. A cable ordering
the rails for these lines was despatched
to the Agent General on 1st November,
1485, The Agent (General’s remarks are
apparently based on the assumption that
the Government were in a position to
order the rails for the lines mentioned
some seven months before Parliament
authorised their construction. (d.) There
is no necessity at present to assist miners
to come to the colony, and it is mot
proposed to amend the immigration regu-
lations 1 this respect. Small farmers
and their families bave part of their
passage money paid by the Colony.

QUESTION: REPORTED OFFER OF
BROOME HILL PROPERTY BY
LORD BRASSEY.

Mz, RANDELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier,—(1.) Whether
his attention had been drawn to a state-
ment in the Press, that Lord Brassey had
forwarded instructions to his agent to
cease operations on his property at
Broome Hill, as it was his intention to
sell the property to the Government.
{2.) If the statement were true, whether
this action of Lord Brassey's was, in the
Premier’s opinion, to be attributed to the
passing of the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Bill.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied :—(1.) Lord Brassey has informed
the Government that he has abandoned
the idea of making an experimental farm
on his property at Broome Hill. Lord
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Brassey also offered to sell his property
to the Government. (2.) The Goveru-
ment does not think so.

PCRCHASE OF FIRE ENGINE BY PERTH
CITY COUNCIL.

Mz, RANDELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether he was
able to give the House any information
as to the purchase and importation, by
the Perth City Council, of the steum fire
engine, for which £500 was some time
singe given by the Government.

Tux PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
replied :—The Town Clerk informs me
that inquiries have been mude as to the
best type of engine, and that in a few
days the watter is to be decided, and the
fire engine will then be at once ordered.

Mr. RANDELL further asked, with-
out notice, whether it was not a fact that
the amount voted to Fremantle, for the
purchase of a fire engine, was made after
the similar vote given to Perth; and yet
the engine for Fremantle had already
arrived.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the money voted was paid in
each case, and of course the Government
had no further control.

MOTION : WATER AVAILABLE LOCALLY
ON EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr.MORAN, referring to his notice of
motion “That, in the opinion of this
House, the Government have not availed
themselves of the ordinary means to ob-
tain accurate information concerning the
quantity and quality of water available

Jlocally on the Eastern goldfields,” said

this notice was the outcome of some
little difference of opinion hetween him.
self and the Premier, in reference to a
certain amount of water at present lying
on the Coolgardie goldfields. He (Mr.
Moran) had given to the House on the
previous evening certain inforration on
this matter. Thiz motion had been
placed on the notice paper with the sole
intention of pressing the question of a
local water supply more forcibly on the
attention of the Gevernment, in order
that they might be induced to make use of
the information, and utilise the water on
the goldtields, especially during the three
or four years which would be occupied in
carrying out the great water scheme
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which the (Government had proposed.
He bad no doubt the Guvernment were
convinced there was a certain amount
of truth in the information he gave
to the House on the previous erven-
ing, and possibly they might be induced
to make use of it. However, in view of
the debate now going on in relation to
the goldfields water supply, he did not
cousider it necessary to force this motion
at present; and, in asking leave to with-
draw it, he disclaimed any intention of
hampering the Government, or being in
any way hostile. He had seen mention
made of this motion as being rather like
a motion of want of confidence; but it
had not been so intended, as he did

“not believe in “ swapping horses while

crossing a stream,”
Notice of motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION—TEXT-BOOE ON AGRICUL-
TURE FOR SCHOOLS.

Mr. COOKWORTHY, in accordance
with notice, moved ¢ That children in the
Government schools should be instructed
in the rudiments of agriculture, as re-
commended by the Bureau of Agricul-
ture.” He said his attention had been
called to a paragraph m the Jouwrnal of
the Bureauw of Agriculture, which stated
that a request had been made to the
Educational Department from the Bureau
for the teaching of the rudiments of
agriculture in public schoola. He under-
stood the Burean had offered to provide
the deparlment with a text-book on the
rudiments of agriculture, and Dbelieved
the offer was a wise and good one. He
was not aware of any reason why the
department had not accepted the pro-
posal. There might ot be an immediate
direct advantage to any of the children
in public schools from the teaching of
the elements of agriculture: but he
thought that the instilling of this kind
of knowledge into the youth of the colony
could do no harm, and might, eventually,
be of great service. He hoped that,
unless there were good and sufficient
reasons why it should not be done, the
Government would take advantage of the
offer made by the Burecau.

Me. TRAYLEN said that if the pro-
posed text-book on agriculture was
intended to be anything wore than a
kind of reading book for the schools, he
must. object to it, for the reason that
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such schools were intended to be elemen-
tary schools, and the time of the children
should be devoted to acquiring the ele-
ments of an English education. If
children were to continue attending public
schools after the age of fourteen years,
the case would be different; but, under
present conditions, it would be a pity to
pass such a resolution, binding the
department to a course which would
divert the attention of the children from
subjects which would be of more use to
them in after life.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said a
proposal had emanated from the Burean,
recommending to the present Minister of
Education that a kind of text-book on
elementary agriculture should be prepared
for use in the State schools, and that
children should Le allowed to read in
this book during a certain portion of their
time, instead of having reading lessons in
books which treated of history and of
subjects that would not be of the same
practical use to them after leaving school.
A reading exercise being necessary, why
should not the children be allowed to use
a text-book on agriculture, which would,
at the same time, cultivate some taste
for a knowledge of the elements of
hasbandry and agriculture? Such a
practice would enable parents to detect
in their children any growing taste for
these pursuits, at an early age, and so
guide them in putting children to future
occupations. He could not see that a
scholar’s time would be in any way
lost in reading from a text-book on
agriculture, as compared with any other
subject for a reading exercise. There
was a good deal of science, even in
agriculture, and such knowledge, taught
in an elementary way, would be use-
ful in almost any walk of life. The
great point was to have the right kind of
text-book ; one that, while simple and
elementary, would give some good, sound
instruction, and which, having been care-
fully prepared and revised, would not
teach them knowledge which was inaccu-
rate and not up to date. If that was
carefully looked into, a great amount of
good must accrue to the children by
learnming even the elements of a profession
—for it was called a profession—which
must always play a prominent part in
any nation’s history.
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Mg. RANDELL supported the motion
with great pleasure, and said he had
expected the mover would have gone
more fully intv the question, and placed
before the House some of the advantages
of having a text-book of this kind used in
public schools. The motion opened up o
much larger guestion—one which he had
advocated on several occasions—and that
wag the adoption of a system of technical
education for the colony. The depart-
ment, should look carefully into the
matter, and see if a beginning could not
be made, such as would embrace the
rudiments of agriculture. He could not
agree with the hon. mecmber for the
Greenough in saying the children’s time
was fully occupied in learning the ele-
ments of an English education; because
a boy could remain in the public schools
until he passed the seventh standard, and
that would prepare him for continuing
higher studies afterwards. It was desir-
able that children should be bronght up
to a knowledge of plant life, and soils,
and all things which made up successful
farming. He believed the Burean of
Agriculture had offered to furnish to the
Education Department a text-look on
elementary agriculture; and, if the Gov.-
ernment would accept their offer, he had
no doubt there was the ability within
the Bureau to compile & book that would
be useful over the whole colony, and be
the means of placing in the hands of
every scholar the oppertunity of acquir-
ing this knowledge. At one school he
had visited recently he was pleased to
gsee the teacher occupied in showing the
children how fo cultivate a garden (ihe
teacher’s plot being near the school), and
instructing them in habits of industry,
and in knowledge which would be useful.
That teacher was also stimnlating them
to compete in caring for the best culti-
vated plot, and nothing could be more
beneficial to boys than to be brought up
to a knowledge like that, rather than be
left to run wild after school hours. He
trusted the Houose would affirm the
motion, so that the Education Depart-
ment might take into consideration the
desirability of instituting techuical edu-
cation as early as possible, for he helieved
that in the larger number of schools this
might be dope with beneficial conse-
quences to the rising generation.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he failed
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to sec why this motion was placed before
the House. Certainly, a large mass of
the popnlation we had at present were
not hkely ever to become agriculturists
in this colony; consequently he rose to
ask the hon. member to admit a slight
amendment, namely, that after the words
“rudiments of,”" there should be inserted
the words “mining and.” This amend-
ment would embrace mining as a subject
for elementary imstruction in schools.
He had no objection to teach our child-
ren the rudiments of agriculture; but, in
a colony that was distinctly a mining
colony, it did strike bim as ridiculous in
the extreme to select one partien-
lar industry, and propose to teach it
in the State schools, while the prim-
ary industry of the colony, which re-
quired more care, and was calculuted
to produce immensely more interest-
ing results than anything that could
be obtained from books on agriculture,
was not provided for in like manner.
Why agriculture was to De singled out
and made a subject for special teaching
in the State schools passed his compre-
hension. If the mover was sincere in his.
desire to promote the best interests of
this colony, and desired that the youth
should be educated in such a manner
that ther might be able to make their way
in life, that hon. member would readily
accept the amendment. He (Mr. Illing-
worth) did not say it was not desirable
to teach agriculture; hut, if it were
desirable, then it was ten times more
desirable to teach wmining, as being of
infipitely more importance, and wmore
difficult in its technical phases, as affect-
ing a miner's life. If they had had
technical education in this colony years
ago, when the Premier had the privilege
of first passing over the great gold
country of Coolgardie, such knowledge of
mining might have enabled him to find
the Londonderry, or one of the other rich
mines, and so have changed the face of
this country years ago.

Tre Comm1ssioNER oF CRoOWN LaNDs:
Do you mean practical mining, or miner-
alogy, to be taught in public schools ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH asked, in reply,
whether those who supported the motion
meant that they should teach practical
agriculture ?

TaE CommissioNER oF Crown LaNDs:
Yes.
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH said it scemed
to him that the schooimuster referred io
by the hon. member for Perth was really
getting his own lLitile garden plot tilled
at the expense of the labour of children
attending a public school. The point
was that the House should try to get a
School of Mines in this colony, in
which not only mining and mineralogy,
but the other arts, would be taught.
In that School of Mines would be taught
not merely mining and mineralogy, but
several other industries that he had on
previous occasions mentioned in  this
House. He urged on the Government
the importance of establishing a School
of Mines, which should also teach agri-
culture and other matters that had a
bearing on the prosperity of the country.
He did not think there wos much to be
gained out of the mere teaching of the
rudiments of agriculture in school lessons,
and if it was the desire to occupy the
attention of the children at all apart
from their ordinary lessons, it seemed to
him that they should be taught some-
thing of mining. He therefore had to
ask the hon. member for Sussex to accept
the amendment.

Mr. MORAN said he was inclined to
oppose both the original motion and the
amendment. It was ridiculous that they
should endeavour to teach mining in the
State schools.

Mz. IrrimeworTa: No more ridi-
culous than teaching agriculture.

Mr. MORAN said the teaching of the
rudiments of agriculture had been estab-
lished in some of the castern colonies and
had not been a success. He was, how-
ever, very much in favour of the estab-
lishment of a School of Mines, and would
also be in favour of the establishment of
an institution like the Roseworthy Apgri-
cultural College in South Austraha. He
understood that in the Roseworthy College
several West Australian youths had re-
ceived their education in agriculture.
He had been through the College, and
been very much impressed with the work
it was doing, both practical and theoreti-
cal. He could not imagine, however,
mining being taught in a practical way
at o State school, with the master start-
ing an underlay shaft, turning at the
windlasg, and teaching practical miring.
Parents would be rather inclined to
keep their children away from u school

M5 Awausr, 1896.]

far Sehanls, 267

of that sort. Nor could he imagine a
school mistress going inte the garden
with a spade and teaching the children to
dig “spuds.” It had been proved in the
other colonies that there was not much to
be gained by teaching childven agriculture
in the slip-shod way 1t was attempted in
the State schools. The question of
sturting & School of Mines was a different
thing altogether, for there the vouths of
the colony would be taught both the
theory and the practice of mining. The
school could be established at Coolgardie,
and the students could go out from their
school to the mines and learn something
of the practical operations. ’
Mr. A, FORREST supported the
motion, because it was moving in the
right direction. It was important they
should do anything they could to force
the people to understand the methods of
cultivating the soil. That was an imw-
portant question all over the world. The
question was how the people were to be
got on to the soil; and if youths in this
colony could be taught something of
agriculture from the time they got to
kmow anything, they might achieve
something in that direction. The country
could not be huilt up cntirely on the
gold mining. It must have something
else. TIf agriculture were taken away
from England, how would the people be
supported in the event of war breaking
out, and a Dblockade of the ports being
established ? If this colony was ever to
hecome great, it was absolutely necessary
that agriculture should bear an important
part in the colony’s progress. The
amendment of the hon. member for
Nannine was going a little too far at the
preseat time. Tt was easy, so far as he
could see, to hecome competent to manage
mines. Some tilne ago, a young man came
to him with a recommendation, and asked
for employment, and he gave him a letter
to his agent, who employed him about
the mines. In his last letter, this man
who had been only a short time at the
work said that he was now so thoroughly
conversant with mining that he had to
ask to be appointed to the managership
of the mines. It was, therefore, not hard
for anybody to become a mining manager
or an expert. If the hon. member for
Nannine brought in a moticn in favour
of the establishinent of a School of Mines,
he would have the support of everyhody
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in that House. He hoped, thercfore, that | watch them from year to year. lo the

the hou. member would not fusist upon
his amendment.

Mr. LEFROY said he was surprised to
hear the hion. member for Nannine asking
to be allowed to add the word “ mining ™
to the motion before the Houge. He did
not appear to object to the teaching of
agricnlture in the State schools, and only
wanted to add another little word. He
(Mr. Lefroy) would as soon have
expected the hon. member to ask to add
“horse racing,” as “mining” to the
subjects taught in the State schools. It
would do the children of the country no
particular good to teach them the rudi-
ments of mining. If the hon. member
had asked to have the word “geclogy”
inserted into the motion, there might
have been something in it, but no good
effect could come from the teaching of
mining. He did not know there would
be much benefit from the teaching of the
rudiments of agriculture in the schools,
in the manner in which those rudiments
were likely to be taught, but there would
be no harm in it, and the children at the
same time would be learning to read.
He would not oppose the motion, but
should certainly object to the amendment.

Mr. THROSSELL said money spent in
agricultural education would give a better
return to the country than money spent
in any other educational direction. He
would also be in favour of the placing of
mineral specimens in all the schools, so
that when afterwards boys went out into
the country they might be able to recog-
nise ores when they came across them. He
was in favour, in connection with the
country schools at least, of having gardens
in which boys might be taught something
in the direction of agriculture. In the
schools there was always a certain per-
centage of the lads who were intended
for working on the soil, and who left
school without having received that in-
struction which might be of assistance
to them in their work. In his own dis-
trict they had made an effort to start a
school garden, and had made application
to the Board of Education that some
effort might be made to interest the
children in the operations of the garden.
After a good deal of correspondence they
had received 20 trees to be planted in the
school ground. Those children would
take an interest in those trees and would

other colonics they had school books on
agriculture, which gave the A B C of the
science, and the Burean of Agriculture
here had offered to prepare a similar book
and supply it to the schools. He thought
the Bureau quite capable of providing a
suitable bouk, and saw no reason why the
motion of the member for Sussex should
not have the full support of the House.

Mr. CLARKSON had pleasure in sup-
porting the motion. Anything that would
give the rising generation a taste for
devoting their time to the study of agri-
culture was desirable. He did not think
the teaching of the rudiments of agri-
culture would have a very great effect,
but it would be a step in the right
direction. It would be better for the
children than running in the streets and
going to the bad. A friend of his who
had never seen a mine before two or
three years ago was now a mining expert,
so that it seemed easy to become a
mining expert. There was apparently no
need for the study of mineralogy, becanze
a man blussomed all at once into an
authority on mining. It seemed to him,
therefore, unnecessary that mining should
be ftaught in the State schools.

Mz, VENN said there would possibly
arise some difficulties, if they carried a
motion of this sort, deseribing the style
of education that should be given in the
State schools. If he were asked to
suggest another subject, he might say
the children should be taught pastoral
pursuits, and other members might sug-
gest other subjects. He thought, how-
ever, 1t was not advisable to introduce
these subjects into elementary schools,
but they should provide means by which
boys over 14 years of age could continue
their studies, either in mining or in
agriculture. It was ounly affer reaching
such an age that boys were ready to
undertake these higher studies. He guite
agreed with the hon. member for Perth
in his advocacy of techmical educatioun;
but that was a matter already in
the hands of the Government, and it
might well be left to the Minister of
Education, who proposed to start a school
for technical education, probably in Perth.
He (Mr. Venn) did not think it would
be any use starting a new system of this
kind by a motion in the House, or by
dictating what the State schools should
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teach and what they should not teach.
Members had all a great desire to see
the children attending the State schools
getting a fair general education, and he
thought, beyond that, it was unwise for
the House to interfere further than they
had done.

Mzr. HASSELL said he saw no
objection to the motjon, but it was
not going to do a great amount of
good, though some members thought it
would. At the same time, the Govern-
ment might have brought forward o
scheme to give children above elementary
school age a higher education. Such a
school might well be lvcated in some
healthy part of the colony, though he
made no distinction in the locality so
long as the school was established.” At
the present time parents who wished to
give their children a higher education
had to send them away to South Aus-
tralia or England. Under these eircum-
stances, it seemed to him that it was the
duty of the Government to endow a school
for dealing with this higher education, and
it could be a school for children whose
parents were well able to pay for their
tuition. The State schools were very
successful, and gave children up to a
certain age a fair education.

Mgr. COOKWORTHY said the motion
did not indicate that all the children
were to be taught elementary agrienlture,
but there were. in all schools, children to
whom such instruction would be useful.
They all knew that what was learnt in
yvouth lasted longest; and he could say
that the text-book which would teach a
child to read, and, at the sane time, give
the rudiments of agriculture, could de no
harm ; and, on the other hand, he believed
it would he like custing bread on the
waters—it would come Dback in after
years. Young men would go out to
the mines and make their fortunes, and
afterwards many of them would like to
return to the land, so that the instruc-
tion in agriculture they had received in
their boyhood would then become useful
to them. The member for Nannine was
continually selling to the working classes
pieces of lund, so that they might have
their own homes and cultivate their little
plots. He (dr. Cookworthy) did not
object to o School of DMines, but he
did not think that it was right to bring
that forward in this motion. Let the
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hon. member bring forward a motion in
favour of the establishment of a School
of Mines, and he had not the slightest
doubt the House would support him.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the motion passed.

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY LOAN BILL.

SECOND READING—DEBATE CONCLUDED.

Mr. VENN: In rising to speak on
this subject, I desire to say that the few
rematks I shall make will be confined
entirely to the question now before the
House, and that is the amendment moved
by the hion. member for Geraldton. I
shall reserve for myself any further
remarks 1 way have to make on the
scheme itself, until after the amendment
of the hon. member has been dealt with.
In speaking te the amendment now
before the House, I feel, in commeon with
the large majority of the people in the
colony,. and, I think, with the large
majority of the members of this House,
if they expressed the views inside the
House that thev do outside of it, that it
is as unwise as it is improper to force
this scheme, this Government scheme,
upon the country, through the preseut
House, with such short nofice, and on
the information at present before the
House, and also hefore the electors have
had an opportunity of expressing their
views with regard to it. T can further
say that if a question that means
an incrense of the national debt of the
colony to the tune of three millions, or
probably five millions of money before
the scheme is completed, is not of sufficient
importance for the Government to go to
the country upon, it would be a difficult
matter to conceive any question that
would be of sufficient importance to
induce the Government to go to the
country. I thiok it is the proper and
constitutional course for the Government
to go to the country upon this scheme. I
am quite awarc and the members of this
House are quite aware, without the noisy
intimation of the hon. the Premier,
that the House, as at present consti-
tuted, has all the powers necessary to deal
with this Bill or to deal with any other
Bill. But it is for this House to say
whether it will exercise those powers or
whether it will not, in view of the fact
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that it has so recently intimated that it
does not represent the whole of the
electoral power of the colony. TItis one
thing to be vested with very great powers
that may be exercised in an arbitrary
way, and quite another thing not to
exercise those powers hefore reference to
the sonrce from which those powers are
derived. Consequently, I think the
amendment now before the House
should eommend itself to the considera-
tion of hon. members of the House.
I may say that, to those gentleman
on the opposite side of the House
whose loyalty to the present Government
is beyond any question, by enabling
them to give it their support without in
any way expressing an opinion antagoun-
istic to the scheme itself, 1t gives an
opportunity of expressing an opinion
adverse to the views or policy of the
Government. T think the resolution only
suggests the wise and reasonable course
that the taxpayers of the colony should
have an opportunity of expressing an
opinion on the subject at the hustings,
to strengthen the hands of members
themselves, and also the position of the
Government, before it is finally dealt
with by Parliament. Hon. members will
recollect that when the hon. the Premier
was dealing with this question, in reply
to the hon. member for Naonine, he
frankly admitted that this aspect of the
question, as shadowed forth by the
amendment now moved by the hon, mem-
ber for Geraldton, had very great force
indeed, s0 much force that it had been
congidered. Thervefore Lam pleased to say
I am quite in accord with the hon. gentle-
man in that respect, inasmuch as I think
it has a great deal of force, and I
can confidently, under the circum-
stances, recommend hon. members to
give generons support to the amend-
ment now before us. It is one that
every reflective mind should adopt,
as it suggests a little time for further
consideration, and for the further develop-
ment of our goldfields, and another session
of Parliament to confirm and strengthen
the hands of the Government and of
Parliamnent, before dealing with this great
question, and the liability 1t will impose on
the colony.  The Premuer has attempted
to show the extreme urgency of this
question  brooks no delay, und the
Attorney General last night attempted
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to do exactly the same thing. I may say
he advanced no very great reason beyond
the urgency of the thing, for departing
trom what they decidedly admit would be
the constitutional course, of referring
it to the country. Hon. members of this
House may be permitted to have some
opinion as to the urgency of the question
without blindly following the lead of the
Premier, or anybody else, as the respon-
sibility does not rest entirely with the
Government, as the Premier would almost
have us to suppose. The responsibility
is thrown off the shoulders of the Gov-
ernment on  to  the Legislature the
moment the Legislature agrees to the
expenditure, and therefore members
must ask themselves if there is sound
reason for this extreme hurry, and they
must not be misled by any fervour from
one side of the House or the other, that
may be stimulated by political motives ;
and I feel sure they will say that a delay
of six, seven, eight, oreven twelve mouths
can have no possible mjurions effect, or
in any way affect the flow of speculation
on our goldfields, when we reflect that
even under the most favourable circum-
stances it will take three years—and the
Attorney General was the first on the
side of the Government to say very pos-
sibly four years—before this work is com-
pleted, or there is one drop of water on
the fields ready for utilisation. The
chances are that if the time is extended
to four or five years there can be no doubt
a few months can neither assist nor retard
the permanent development of our gold.
fields, us, long before three years, and
certainly long before five vears, the
foreign investor will expect a return for
his capital, or otherwise he will seek some
other investment from which he will get
a return. He will certainly not pin
his fuith to a scheme, now in the air,
which may improve his investment five
years hence. We have also the great
evidence of fact, which is the hest
evidence and better than any hearsay
evidence, that at the present moment the
best of the mines in the Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie districts are returning very
large dividends, and will for a consider-
able titne continue to give them. [Tue
Premeer: Where are they?] T am
receiving dividends myself, so that I
know it, and I think that is the best
evidence.
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Mr. Siaesox: That is the best evi-
dence,

Mr. A. Forrest: There is the interest
on 60 millions.

Mr. Smpsox: 60
mothers.

Mgr. VENN: There is not sixty millions
sterling invested in the mines at the
present moment, but we are getting
very fond of the word *‘millions.” These
mines are returning very large divi-
dends and will continue to give them
without the aid of this or any other
scheme, and we have information that
daily large Dbodies of water are being
struck everywhere. Not fresh water,
certainly, but salt, though, I take it. this
scheme is for giving water for crush-
- ing purposes. I -am not dealing with
the scheme itself, nor do T say I
am adverse to the scheme in any wajy
whatever ; but, so far as the urgency of
the matter is concerned, I say ther: is no
great urgency, inasmuch as mines are
already paying large dividends with the
water they have, and it is said that before
long they will be troubled with too much
water, This being so, it cannot make
much difference to this scheme or the
Coolgardie goldfields if a little wisc and
judicious delay takes place before the
expenditure is incurred. I say it most
advisedly-—I do not see myself that there
is any great hurry or reason for practi-
cally jamming down our throats, by the
great majority the Government may
have, this important question, which
creates such an immense liability for the
country. Certainly the hon. the Premier
does not stand out alone in his desire to
promote the best interests of this country.
[Me. A. Forrest: We do here.] Cer-
tainly the hon. member does not. [Me.
A Torrestr: We all do on this side.}
We have it on the authority of the hon.
wember for Kimberley that he stands ont
alone to promote the best interests of
this country, but certainly the Premier
does not stand out alone in his desire.
Surely each hon. member is stimulated
with the same ardent desire to do the
best for the country he lives in, and
where his money is invested, and surely
neither the Premier, the Ministry, or the
ofber side of the House monopolises ull
the braing, all the patriotism and single-
ness of purpose, and the wealth  of
the colony, that the Premier should

million grand-
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come down to the House and force
his definition of the urgency of the
matter oo the House, but surely other
members have the right to express their
opinions, and are as careful of the inter-
ests of the country as the Premier or the
Ministry. We can do so without being
bellowed at and called names. "We don't
wigh to have names hurled at us, if we
do not blindly follow the lead of any
single man, whether on the Govern-
ment side or not, as to what is right
and best for the goldfields and the
colony. I may further say that mem-
bers of this House may surely be
trusted to follow the instinets of reason
and fair play prompting them to ask for
a reasonable amount of time to consider
this guestion wow before the House.
They only ask for that same reasonable
time the Government themselves have
given to this guestion, before bringing it
to the House. That is what this motion
now Dbefore the House asks. T do not
mean to suy the speech of the hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton led up to the resolu-
tion, but at the same time, practically, it
amounts very much to a resolution I felt
I might have moved in this House. In-
asmuch as the hon. member has woved
this resolution which practically agrees
with a resolntion I thought mlght. have
heen received favourably by this House,
T feel T can give my support. The
resolution T thought might have met
with the favour of the House reads some-
thing like this:—“That in view of the
fact that Parhament has deemed it im-
perative to amend the Constitution Act
by increasing the representation of the
colony in its Legislature by the addition of
fourteen members (admitting that Par-
liament, as at present counstituted, does
not represent the whole body of electors),
this House is of opinion that the guestion
of a water supply to the Coolgardie gold-
fields—involving epormous expenditure
and increasing the national debt of the
colony to the extent of, probably, over
three millions sterling—should be sub-
mitted to the consideration of the whole
body of clectors and ratepayers of the
colony, and is therefore of epinion that
the final consideration of this question
should be postpeved undil the nest session
of Parliament. And this House is further
of opinion that, in accordance with the
recommendation of the Engineer-in-Chief,
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the Government, before the meeting of
next Parliament, and as early as possible,
should obtain the further opinion of some
eminent hydraulic engineer on the
subject.” That is the text of a resolution
I felt T might have moved in the House,
but, the hon. member has unticipated that
resolution by the amendment he has
brought before the House, which, apart
from the introductory remarks of the hon.
member, practically means about the
same thing. I say the preseat members
may be trusted, with their instincts of
right and reason, not to rush headlong
into this matter before they have had the
same time to consider it as the Govern-
ment themselves have had before bringing
the matter before this House. Ifeel sure
10 harm can result from delay, while the
intelligence thrown on the question, and,
probably, the strong criticiem, would
strengthen the hands of the Government
in every possible way. I have no inten-
tion of criticising the Grovernment scheme
now, because, I remember, it was 1 who
was the first to request the Engineer-in-
Chief to get out figures for a pumping
scheme somewhere in the Darling Ranges
and the Moore River; and my object for
doing so was to arm the Government
with figures and information, so that
when attacked for any delay on this
question they could be able to show
figures so enormous and large as to
immediately stifle or check adverse
criticism, but certainly not with the idea
or intenfion on my part, nor do I think
it was the intention of the Government
at that time, o hurry the matter on with-
out very mature consideration. It was
intimated to me shortly afterwards that
the Engineer-in-Chief should get out
figures, but I had anticipated the sug-
gestion. Tt was some time after this
that the Premier, standing, as it were, in
tights on Mount Burges, balanced him.-
self on one leg on top of a balloon, and
talked about living waters converting
the wilderness into smiling farms and
enchanting flower gardens, When this
thing took on with the hon. gentleman,
as usual with him, everything was swept
out of his way like a tornado, though the
Engincer-in-Chief, out of the chaos of
papers, protests that he is not father
of this scheme, thai he iz not re-
sponsible for it, and that the figures
have been got out at the behest of the
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Government. Further, the Engineer-in-
Chief goes on to say that he hopes the
Government, Dbefore finally considering
this scheme, will seek the advice of some
eminent hydraulic engineer on the ques-
tion, and I think there the House 1s at
one with the Engineer-in-Chief. I know
I am. This resolution should commend
itself to the favourable consideration of
hon. members, because it will then leave
it to the option of the Government to
consult the best and highest anthorities.
8o far as the scheme itself is concerned,
I reiterate that every member is stimu-
lated by the one desire to give proper
drinking water, and water for domestic
purposes, to the goldfields. They desire
to see their brothers on the fields served
with water as cheaply as they themselves
are, but they desire to quietly think over
the matter, as there is no great urgency
for it. The hon. member for Yilgarn
himself, in that wonderful piece of elo-
quence he delivered to this House last
night, proved beyond a doubt that there
was plenty of water there, but he in-
tended to vote for the scheme, and 1
commend him for it. I think we can
take his arguments for what they are
worth ; and he proved there was an enor-
mous supply of water on the fields, and
it would take 10 years for the Grovern-
ment to get a pumping scheme to pump
anything like the amount of water that
was in one lake there now. I do mnot
advance that as a reason against the
Government pumping scheme for the
people eventually, but it shows, if the
hon. member is correct, and I believe
him, the few months elapsing between
this time and the time when the House
shall be properly represented cannot
make any appreciable difference to the
permanent or immediate development of
the Coolgardie goldfields. The remarks
made by the Attorney General upon this
question were ingenious, but, at the same
time, they had not the force they should
have, mmasmuch as I take it that the
majority of the members who will be
returied to this House next year will be
goldfields’ members; but it does not
follow that those members will all be of
one idea. In fact we have known of the
best men at Coolgardie who will probahbly
be in the House who are totally opposed
to the scheme. They have larger sums
invested than we have, and they see ne
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immediate pecessity for it. I am not
urging this against the scheme itself. I
am orging it in regard to my view of the
constitutignal and proper course of sub-
mitting it to the country on the eve of a
general election. That 1s the only ground
on which I take my stand this eveming,
and I hope the Government and members
of this House will thoroughly understand
that I am only taking the position on
proper and constitutional grounds, and I
think it is improper and wrong for
the House to easily allow the ques-
tion of emergency to absolutely override
what is the constitutional nsage and the
unwritten constitutional law, that where
there iz an enormous expenditure in-
creasing the public debt, the question,
except in- case of war or some such
calamity where the House could not he
called together, should be submitted to
the country, and the taxpayers have a
voice in the matter. That 1= the only
desire I have, to uphold the position and
rights of this House, and 1 do think the
view I have taken should commend itself
to hon, members of this House. I know
it is one shared in by a large majority
outside of the house, and by gentlemen
who may not be adverse to the scheme
itself, but who desire to have proper
time to consider it, and to have the
proper forms carried out before this
immense Hability is cast on the country.
I hope I have made myself clear on the
matter. I have no strong feeling on the
point, but I do desire again to say that
my object is only to vindicate the rights
and privileges of constitutional law.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
May ILask your ruling, sir ? There seems
to me some confusion in hon. members’
minds as to how often members can
speak. If members can speak on the
amendment and then on the main ques-
tion, I think it will interfere a good deal
with the scope of the speeches of hon.
members. I was under the impression
that we could only speak once, but I
have heard from you we can speak more
often,

Tee SPEAKER: When an amend-
ment comes forward, there is a fresh
subject before the House.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Then, as o number of amendments can be
moved, members can speak on every one
of them ?
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Tae SPEAKER: Yes; after any
amendments have been dispused of, any
member who bas not spoken on the
original question can then speak to it.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
And on the amendments?

Tse SPEAKER : Yes.

Mzr. VENN: T take it that members
can speak on this amendment. T had no
desire to speak to the original question.

Tug SPEAKER: Any member who
has not already spoken on the original
guestion can speak again. The Premier,
of course, has the right of reply.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. B. Richardson) : Ttake
it that any member who has now spoken,
if the amendment is thrown out, can
speak-again. - - o

Tre SPEAKER: Yes, if he has not
spoken before on the main guestion. 1
think it would be a very hard thing indeed
if a member could not speak to an
amendment. He might wish to deal with
the Bill afterwards.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Members can speak to the main question
and the amendment, but they are both so
close together.

Tae SPEAKER: They are quite
different questions.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. 8Sir John For-
rest): It seems to me that members
spoke last night on the main question
when the amendment was put.

Mz. SIMPSON : The Attorney Gene-
ral did.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Everyone who spoke did.

M=z ILLINGWORTH: I hope the
Premier will not attempt, in the smallest
degree, to dispute the Speaker’s ruling;
because there is not the slightest doubt
that hon. members ure perfectly in order
in speaking to the amendment. I should
like it to be clearly uunderstood that, if
members can speak, they are at liberty to
do so.

Tag SPEAKER: Certainly; hon.
members are at liberty to speak to the
amendment.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: Hon. mem-
bers will recollect that the climax at
which I arrived in my argument on the
Address-in-Reply was that, granted it
can be proved that the scheme for sup-
plying the goldfields with water is practi.
cal, and that the scheme is desirable and
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wise, there still remains the important
question as to whether it is constitution-
ally correct to commit the country, on
the eve of a general election, to a lean
which would practically double the
finances of this country. I ask the Gov-
ernment, and T ask the House, to con-
sider this question, whether it is a wise
policy, whether it is constitutional for the
Government, when they are in the act of
bringing in a reform of the constitution
which demands a dissolution, that they
should at the same time commit the
colony to a loan of five millions of money.
That is the question which the House is
called upon to consider. That is the
question which, at this mowment, brings
us face to face with the issue whether 1t
is wise that we should take upon our-
selves this large expenditure for the pro-
posed waterworks, knowing as we do,
and as every member of this House
kuows, that ouly six thousand votes were
cast in this colony to elect this House,
while there are to-day 125,000 people
in the colony. [The PKEMIER : Men,
women, and children.] Are these people
to be committed for all time fo bear
the burden of five millions of berrowed
money, without ever having been con-
sulted on the question as to whether they
are willing to have this money spent?
Of course it i very well, theoretically, to
say this House vepresents the country.
Technically and legally it does. Technic-
ally and legally the House has the power
to pass any resclution that can be carried
by a majority of its members. Technie-
ally and legally, we have the power to
commit this colony to public works which
it will take the next twenty years to carry
out, and perhaps the next hundred to
pay for. But I would ask every member
of this House whether we, as reasonable
men, and men of conscience, cught to do
so. BSpeaking for myself, I say it would
be unfair—I consider it would he an in-
justice to the country —for me to vote for
the expansion, for the duplication, of the
national debt, while this House only
represents six thousand votes out of a
pepulation of a hundred and twenty-five
thousand. Now that is the question
that is before this House and before this
country. L want to say this, that I amn
not speaking in any spirit of opposition
to the Waterworks Bill. T yield to no
one in this colony in my most earnest
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desire to see the wants of our goldfields
population properly supplied with water,
and the fields properly developed. But
we have had both in the House and on
the platform, as well as in the press, too
much assumption that the concentrated
wisdom of this country sits upon the
Treasury benches. We have had it said,
over and over again, that simply because
the Government consider any course is
wise, therefore it is wise. Now I wish
to commend the Government for a
vast amount of wisdom and discretion.
No one who listens te the Premier
can deny, orattempt te deny, his earnest-
ness and seriousness—the absolute and
full belief which he has in the wis-
dom of any measures which he pro-
poses in this House; but it is possible to
bave too much personal eonfidence; it is
possible to so cloud our minds with this
confidence that we preclude ourselves
from looking fairly and squarely at sug-
gestions which may come from elsewhere;
and T wish to say this, that the little cx-
perience I have lhad in the world bas
tanght e, at any rate, this one lesson,
that it is possible to learn from every
man. [Tee Premier: Hear, hear.]
And the most vnlettered and most un-
cultured man can sometimes teach les-
sons which are well worthy of atteution,
and which we can profit by very largely.
But while I am prepared to admit that,
in the judgment of a great many people
n this ¢olony, in the judgment of many
of the members of this House, the con-
centrated wisdom of the colony is sitting
upon the Treasury benches, I do not deny
there is devoted to the service of this
colony a gentleman whose skill can be
compared to that of the brightest genuises
that have ever occupied the position of
an Engincer-in-Chief. No one in this
colony has a higher regard for the skill
of that gentlemaun than I have; but I
have lived in & colony which has had as
its engineer-in-chief o man of sueh re-
nown as Mr. Higinbotham, the brother
of the celebrated judge. Mr. Higin-
botham stood very high as a civil engineer,
but under his direction there were made,
at great cost, some of the most serious
mistakes ever known in Victorin; and
under that burden the colony is suffering
to-day. I would be faise to all my ex-
perience and all I have been taught, and
to my couceptions of what T believe to be
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the duty of every man who has any interest
in the country in which he lives, if T
were to allow this Bill to pass without
protest, at this stage in the history of
this Parliament, and in the condition in
which the House is to-day. The people
of the colony have been crying out in all
parts of the country for representation.
The c¢ry has been so loud, so full, and so
continued, that it has slowly reached the
Treasury benches, and has induced the
wisest and the best possible of Australian
governnents to bring in a reform of the
Constitution. Now it is just upon this
point that I lay down my argument. The
Government admit the claim of the peo-
ple to representation to be a just claim.
They admit it by bringing into this House
a measure for the reform of the Con.
stitution. They refused to admit that
claim last year, for they said such a re-
form would naturally carry with it a
dissolution. Consequently, when they
admit this ¢laim, and when they bring in
this Bill to reform the Constitution, they
admit that the House is moribund, that
it has come to the position in which it
ought no longer to exist, or, at any rate,
that it should exist only to do necessary
formal business. Had they not admitted
that principle, the Bill for the reform of the
Constitution should not have been intro-
duced until the passing of it became the
last action of 1his session; but, so far as
the Government have gone, they have
got away from that position. For be-
fore this question of the great water
scheme has been discussed, in the interval
between the introduction of the Bill and
the adjourned debate on the second read-
ing, the Government laid upon the table
of this House a wmeasure for the reform
of the Constitution.

Tre PreMIER: Tt is not a reform of
the Constitution at all.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It is a measure
which the (fovernment say will carry
with it the dissclution of the House.
Now if the Government say this is not a
reform of the Constitution, it, is difficult
to understand what they mcan, because
the Bill says it is an alteration of the
Constitution. Tt is, at any rate, a chunge
tn the Constitution that will necessitate
a dissolution, and, that heing so, we
should not deal with large and important
business in this House., I wish to say
that the attitude of the Government
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proves their sincerity, for which I com-
mend them, in giving to the constitu-
encies a larger representation which
they denied last year, but which they
have since found to be necessary. They
are to be commended for having brought
in this Bill to give increased represen-
tation to the people in both Houses of
Parliament, but it seems to me they
practically desire that this moribund
Parliament shall commit the country
to very heavy expenditure for the next
three years. It comes to this, that while
the Government are proposing to give
the country lurger representation, they
practically tell the country this: You can
put in what Government you like, you
cau put in what Parliament you like, bui

| while we have the power we will obtain a

loan of five millions in the British market,
and we will commit this country to what
we think is right, and the people who
come after us can do exactly as they
please. We will commit the country to
the loan, and to our scheme of public
works, and then we will give you in-
creased representation.” Now, what is the
use of increased representation, if in-
creased representation is not to have a
voice in the settlement of these large
questions ? T think it is a very important
point, and it is the reason why some hon,
members are voting for the amendment
proposed on the second reading of the
Bill before the House, If the scheme is
as vital as the Premier says it is; if the
very interests of the goldfields ware de-
pending upon the effect that the water
supply will have on the loan market; if,
as we are told, the success or failure of
the undertaking will affect the country
n its most vital part, and will make the
difference between complete success and
failure forall time ; if that is the position
—for that is the position that has been
placed hefore the House—I will ask the
thinking men of this House to consider
whether it is not absolulely necessary to
be quite sure you are right. I say that
if we are to take into consideration this
view of the question, if the question of
supplying water at three shillings and
sixpence per thousand gallons to the
population of Coolgardie is to muke the
difference between failure and suceess, it
is of the most vital importance that we
should be perfectly satisfied the scheme
will do the work that the Government
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expect it to do, for the reason that failure
means absolute failure because it would
mean the failure of all minor schemes.
If the Government, according to their
own showing, fail in this scheme, they not
only destroy their own prospects, but
they will destroy all minor prospects
with them. The great importance of
this scheme is that, if it should prove
unequal to supplying water to Cool-
gardie, if a scheme that has a public
loan hehind it, and all the forees
of a strong Government behind it, should
fail, you may depend upon it that private
enferprise will never try to do what the
Bill before the House may have failed to
do. The arguments which are used in
favour of this Bill are that the scheme is
the best one that can be devised, and that
it is an absolute necessity. Now, are we
completely satisfied on these points? Is
the Premier willing himself to stake his
reputation and the complete future of
this colony upen the scheme? For he
says that if it is not carried out, it means
ruin. [THE PrREMIER: I never used those
words.] You used some other words
having the same sense. It may not have
been in those exact four letters, * ruin.”
[Tue Premier: Be correct.] The hon.
gentleman spoke of very grave and serious
consequences. I notice that the Premier
always desives to be technically correct,
and 1f he were as correct in principles as
he desires to be in technicalities, I should
be willing to admit that he is, as some of
his friends would lead us to suppose, the
leading Premier living in Australia. We
are asked to take a scheme which was
rejected by the hon. member for Yilgarn
when it was submitted to him privately.
The only opinion that has been taken
since ig that of the Engincer-in-Chief. ]
am quite prepared to admit that the
Engineer-in-Chief is a great engineer;
but he does not know everything. I
am quite prepared to admit he knows a
great deal, but it may be quite possible
that he does not know this water
scheme. Whait creates a suspicion in my
mind is the very guarded way in which
the Engineer-in-Chief speaks of the
scheme, and the mapner in which he
reilerates, *“It is not my scheme, and T
am not going tu take the responsibility of
it.”! [Tue Premrer: No; nothing of the
kind.] I repeat, thatis the only inference
to be drawn from his remarks, and T say
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that it is drawn. [Tue Premier: It's
an exaggeration.] But I need not go
further than the local press, to show that
this interpretation has been drawn from
the Engineer-in-Chief's report. In a
leading article it is stated thut this is the
only conclusion which can be arrived at.

Tae CoMMIsSIONER OF CROWN LANDS :
It must be true.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :: When we are
brought to such conclusions, I ask, is it
unreasonable that the Government shonld
be requested to stay their hand until we
get into this House, under the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill, the representatives
of the goldfield for whom this water
scheme is meant? As the honcurable
member for West Kimberley says, that
everyone on the goldfields is in favour of
the water scheme, the Government would
not be injured by waiting for the election
of those members ; neither has the scheme
anything to lose by waiting until we get
the voice of those new members. The
country cannot lose anything by this
delay. I do not think the Premier will
deny that there will necessarily be a con-
siderable amount of preliminary work and
preliminary inquiry before the waterworks
areconstructed, even if the Bill were passed
to-night. [The PrEMIER: We will soon
get to work.] Many months must elapse
before the Government can get the neces-
sary information to carry out this work.
The Engineer-in-Chief, in his report,
says that on the pumping question he
must have advice from the old country.
This information could be gathered
during the recess, and no time need be
lost. The Government are not very par-
ticular what they do in recess. They
spent half a million of money last year,
during the recess, without the authority
of Parliament. As this scheme cannot be
carried out until certain information is
got, the delay in postponing the Bill till
it can be considered by the new Parlia-
ment will be very little indeed ; and by
that time we can go forward, if we are
going forward, with the wvoice of the
country behind us, and with the know-
ledge that the scheme will have been sub-
mitted to experts in other places, and
have heen confirmed by them. We shall
be able to go forward kunowing that this
undertaking, upon which the success or
the failure of the goldfields depends, is
declared to be a wise and judicious one,
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and no man can then reflect upon him- |
self, or upon any individoal in connection |
with it, no matter how it may turn out.
The Engineer-in-Chief has said he
requires more information in regard to
the pumping, that looks so simple to the |
Attorney General, who said last night |
that if you can pump water a certain
height at one lift, you can do it eight
times over, or as many times as you like.
But the point is this, and it touches the
very question that the Enginecr-in-Chief
wants the advice of hydranlic engineers |
upon : suppose you do pump eight times
over, hon. members who know anything
about enginecring are aware thai every
time you touch machinery youn risk a
breakdown. .

Tar CommissioNER OF CrowN LaNDS:
Is a pump more intrieate than a loco-
motive ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH: If the hon.
gentleman will allow me to proceed, he
will understand what I am going to say,
that if you have a risk of a breakdown
with one pump, you are eight times more
likely to bave breakdowns with eight
pumps.

Tae CommisstoNER OF CROWNR LiaNDS:
There are thirty.two. Why don’t you be
correct P

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: That only
makes it worse. I am stating an argu-
ment, and as I am not going into details,
and for the purposes of that argument it
docs not matter whether there are eight
pumps or thirty-two, what T contend is
that risk and danger are indicated by the
Engineer-in-Chief in using the pumps,
and a breakdown of them means the
failure of the water supply. If you have
a breakdown of the pumps there will be
no water passing through the pipes, and
that will stop the water of Coolgardie.
If you increase your pumping stations
you increase vour risks, and it is on this
pumping question that the Engineer-in-
Chief says he wants further evidence. I
say it is not unreasonable to ask that we
should bhave this delay until after the
general election; a delay that will not
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- intelligence.
, House are wisc in passing a scheme of

mean the putting off of the construction
of the works, because the time will be
employed in getiing necessary data to

work upon. The delay will not keep back |
the water from Coolgardie. It will hasten
the getting of the water there, and it will !
give increased strength to this House by !

. them early enough.
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increasing the number of its members.
I hope and trust it will increase its
If thirty-three men in this

such magnitude as this, that is to *“ make
the desert DLlossom as the rose,” and
create a “river in the wilderness” ; if
there is such a tremendous advantage to
result from the combined wisdom of
thirty-three members of this House, what
will be the result of the deliberations of
forty-four me¢mbers, if we get the intelli-
gence of the men from the fields where
this wuater is required, and upon which
these two and a balf millions of money
are to be cxpended? I say there is no
more reasonable proposition to put Lefore

| intelligent men than that there should be

a reasonable delay and care observed
before we start upon this tremendous
scheme; and the amendment only asks
that a delay should be granted. I would
emphasise that it will not delay the
scheme; it will probably hasten it. [THE
PrEMIER: Are you in favour of it ?] If
I were in favour of it, I should probably
say what I am saying now. I am not
going to give the Premier the satisfaction
of saying he hus converted me. J am
aware he has been on & missionary ex-
pedition. I know he has heen going
about saying that he has converted people
to this scheme wholesale. If he were
as snecessful as a missionary in the South
Seas as he is in this House, I think he
would make a first-class urchbishop for
those islands. But, here is the question
which stares us in the face: the Govern-
ment say they want water at Coolgardie.
We all say “yes” to that. There has
never been any opposition to that.

TaE CoMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS :
You have just opposed it.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I have not
opposed it. What I say is that we do
not want fresh water for crushing pur-
poses.

TaE CoMMIssIONER OF CrowN LawDs:
‘Who says so ?

Mg, Simpsox: The member for the
district proved it last night.

Mr. ILTINGWORTH: I say the
people of these fields must be sup-
plied with water, and my only objection
to the scheme is that it does not supply
While [ say that,
I would rather wait another year and be
sure they would get the water, than
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have to leave them fo suppose they
were going to get an effective pumping
scheme, and then disappoint them with an
utter fuilure that wounld crush the fields.

Tae Premier: What will vou give
them ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Let me get
on the Treasury benches, and T will show
the Government.

Tre Premier: Ah! No fear.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Well, I sup-
pose not. The Government have taken
out a forty years' lease of those benches,
but they want some of the waters of life
to keep them going. I want to make it
clear that what I ask, and what is asked
in this amendment, is a reasonable re-
quest, which should commend itself to
each member of the House. Of course T
must admit this House is composed of the
best men iu the colony; but L would like
to announce that there really are some
men not in this House who have brains,
and who think ; men who bave some ideas
that are useful to the coleny, although
those men are not here. Tt is a pity
they are mot here. These people, while
they desire that everything should be
done for the fields, think this question
should be delayed in order to get a
correct opinion from proper authorities.
I commend these suggestions to the
Premier. I would commend to him that
very wise American axiom, “ Be quite
“ gure you are right, and then go ahead.”
But we are not sure we are right, and at
this stage the Engineer-in-Chief wants
information and is asking for it. I say
that when you are geing to ask the
Engineer-in-Chief to carry out this
gigantic scheme, you should give him the
information he 13 asking for; and the
time that will be necessary to get this
information will allow hon. members to
come fresh from the hustings, with the
consciousness that they have the will of
the people behind them; and this work can
be carried to a successful issue, without
any hesitation, and without any delay.

At 630 pm. the SpeEarer left the
chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the SPEAKER resumed the
chair.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): T do
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not intend to make many remarks at this
stage, and the few words I propose to
make nse of will be directed to the
amendment of the hon. member for
Geraldton. I may, perhaps, veserve to
myself the right to say something on the
main question later, if necessary, although
it may not be necessary. It appeared to
me that all the arguments which have
been addressed to us by several hon.
members who have spoken in favour of
the amendment, especially by the members
for Wellington and Nanunine, have been
to reiterate and demonstrate the necessity
for delay. I think we can, in one word,
sum up theirdoctrine that what they desire
the Governnent to do is to delay. Now,
if there were any virtue in delay, I hope
the Government would not be adverse to
delaying the carrying out of this scheme.
If we are to know a great deal more than
we do now, and if a lot of knowledge
would acerue to us by that delay, then I
would not gainsay the argument that
there may be some virtue in delay. But
the tone of the hon. members' remarks
would lead us to suppose that, if we were
to delay until we get the eleven new
members who are to be elected under
the new Constitution Bill into this
House, then we would be able to say
that we should be absolutely right—[M=.
InriveworTH: You would have the voice
of the country behind you]—that we
should have the voice of the country
behind us, and, therefore, that we should
be sure to be right. The hon. member
for Nannine forces this view of the gues-
tion: that we must be sure we are
absolutely right before we commit the
country to this great increase of the
national debt; that we want to be sure we
are right. I do not know how these
eleven new members are going to he
constituted, mentally and otherwise; but
if their accession to our numbers is
going to make us perfectly sure we are
right, they must be a different class of
men from those we have got at present;
because if is difficult for any of us to be
gure we are right, even in simple matters,
and much more so in dealing with a large
scheme like this. With all due respect
and deference to the voters under our
new Constitution (I believe the new mem-
bers will be just as good a class of men
as we have now), I cannot see that
there is to be in their braius such concen-
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tration of accurate knowledge and in-
telligence as some wembers here seem to
anticipate.

Mr. InnizgworrtH: That is not the
point.  Give us time to get information.

Tue COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN
LANDS (Houn. A. R. Richardson): But
if these eleven members are, aceording to
the hon. gentleman’s argument, to make
us perfectly sure we are going to he right
in dealing with this scheme, when there
appears a lot of doubt and mistrust that
we may be wrong, then that is a doctrine
I cannot accept. I do not kmow what is
to make the new members more to be re-
lied on than the others already in this
House. It is recognised and udmitted by

all that the necessity for the inecrease of |

members has been the sudden and unex-
pected arrival of several thousands of new
people from other countries, who come
here almost as strangers. T do not know
that the adoption of this scheme can be
any more serious for those persons who
came here but yvesterday, and may go
away to-morrow. I am not prepared to
admit that it is 2 much more serious thing
to them if we incur some failure in un-
dertaking the responsibility and lability
of this scheme, than it is for those who
have been settled in the colony for years,
who are here to remain, who have a con-
siderable stake in the country, and who
kngw that if the country goes down
they will go down with it. I cannot help
thmkmg that the people who harve, to use
u hackneyed phrase, ‘“horne the burden
and heat of the day,” who cannot easily
get out of the country if they wish to do
s0, and who will be here to Bace this great
national debt, must be more likely fo feel
that it will be a more serious matter for
them if this scheme fails, than it can be
for any of the new arrivals. Therefore
I do not see that we have any right to
defer to the opinions of fresh arrivals,
whetlier in the country or in this cham-
ber, rather than rely on the opinion of
those who kunow the counfry well, and
whose interests are bound up in the
prosperity and destiny of this coloay.
I do not see this marvellous virtue in
delay, if the delay 1s only for the sake of
getting the opinion and obtaining the
judgment of those men who are to he

sent to this House by the votes of |

these large accessions of fresh arrivals
in the coleny. But if, on the other
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hand, the delay is for professional
reasons, then I am not prepared to
say therc is not more cause for delay,
at any ratc on the surface of the argu-
ment; but whether there is more in it
when you come to examine the matter, T
do not know. It does seem more reason-
able, when persons ask for the opinions of
hydraulic engineers, for instance, and for
more time and leisure to examine into
the scheme. Now, if this were some new
notion, some fresh discovery in engineer.
ing science, something that had never
been tried in the world before, or never
successfully carried out, there would be a
tremendous lot of force in the argument,

Mr. Simrson: Where has 1t been
carried out ?

Trr COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): If it
were the construction of some great work,
some great harbour work for instance, in
which onr engineers had not had previons
experience in their knowledge of science,
there would be somethingin the argument;
but, on the other hand, if this scheme
were only to construct a reservoir for
holding, say, 1,500 million gallons of
witter, would it be considered necessary
to defer to the opinions of some eminent
engineers elsewhere, far more qualified
than the enginecrs in the colony at
present 7 The answer to that question
would be that an engineer of ordinary
experience and practical training ought
1o be quite competent to deal with such
an ordinary work, and alse to estimate
the cost. These are works constructed
every day in every country, and mnearly
every hydraulic engineer has an intimate
acquaintance with the cost of such
works. Then what else is there that
is very imtricate about this scheme
before the House. If it were a scheme
to pump one million gallons of water per
day, and raise it 100ft., then lift the
water a further 100ft., and so on until
the reguired elevation is reached, would
hon. members consider that was a ques-
tion which ought to be referred to some
eminent hydraulic engineer outside the
colony ? I maintain they would not.
What is there so different frem this
scheme, as the Aftorney General has
pointed out, to a succession of these little
water schemes, extended by a succession
of lifts of the same kind? There are
hundreds of large farmers and squatters
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who have often had to obtain pumps for
throwing one millien gullons of water
per day, and pumping the water 100ft.
high. T believe these things are reduced
to a formula of tables: How much horse-
power, and how much pressure of steam
15 required, to raise so many gallons
at so many foot lhs. It appears to
me there is not much more force
in this argument, which requires this
delay which is to accomplish everything.
1t does not seem to me to be much
more iniportant than the argument for
delay in order that we may get these
accessions of eleven new members to this
House. I think the question narrows
down to this—the object of this delay I
do not think is intended to be one that
we may know very much more about the
possibilities or requirements of this
scheme, for I think we are in as good a
position to know whether a scheme of
this sort is necessary and practicable as
we would be in twelve months’ time, with
the addition of eleven new members to
this House. We would then be faced
with the same question and the same
arguments ; and the end of it would be
that we should simply have to decide the
matter by the vote of the majority.

Me. IrnivewortH: You would have
the country behind you.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): If
the fact of having the country behind us
will add to our wisdom and knowledge,
and will be any consolation to us in
failure—for if we fail now, the disaster
will also ruin the individeual, and we
know that if the country fails, we fail
with it, and that is the thing that touches
us to the core—but if this scheme suc-
ceeds, and the country succeeds, we
succeed with it. I am inclined to think
every man looks at this question, more
or leas, through these spectacles; so that
unless we can have an accession of
wisdom, of superior intelligzence, and of
more accurate knowledge, by this delay
till after the elections, I do not know
where the virtue of delay is to come in.
I am not going to deal mueh more with
this phase of the question, excupt to say
this, that it appears to me to resolve
itself into this proposition: Is a greater
and larger supply of water required on
the goldfields? The hon. member for
Geraldton distinctly tells us not. [Mk.
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Simpsox : Not for mining purposes.] He
distinctly tells us the miners do not want
this water; that they can get on very well
without it; that they are finding water
every day, and the trouble will be to get
rid of the water rather than finding it.
I am not prepared in any way to deny the
possibility of that—-it is a possible phase
of the question we have got to look at
straight in the face, that after we have
delivered water at Coolgardie there is a
possibility this water which the Govern-
ment propose to supply will not be
required by the miners for gold-washing
purposes. But while one member for
the goldfields will say the miners do not
want this water which the Govermment
propose to supply, another member
representing the goldfields will say the
whole of the goldfields are languishing
for a sufficient supply of water. There-
fore, taking these opposite opinions of
members representing the goldfields,
there does not seem to be much prospect
of our getting down to bed-rock on that
question. Even when the eleven new
members come into this House, some of
them will be likely to say the goldfields
want this water, and some may say they
do not want it. But supposing, for the
sake of argument, that the only failure
that accrues to this scheme is becaunse the
goldfields can do very well without this
water, then I say it will be a failure on the
right side. Itisnot quite fair to call itan
absolute disaster if we find the miners
have got such quantities of water, and
that it is so cheap they will be able to
wash gold without this scheme of the
Government. We should be able to
congratulate ourselves on that state of
things, rather than condole with each
other on it as a disaster; and the 2}
millicns we should have spent on the
scheme won't hurt us much, if that be
the case. Anpother factor in the success
of our goldfields, when they have got
such an abundance of water that they
can wash the gold with local supplies, ig
that this very fact will bring such an
enormous increase of population to those
fields that, for domestic purposes alone,
all this water will be required in the
country round Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.
Mzr. InniveworTH : They won't pay.
Tur PrEMiEr : Why won't they pay?
Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): If
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they can strike water enough to wash
gold at the mines, you will see such a
popu]atlou in and around th¥sc cities

that ull the water which the Government
can supply will hardly be sufficient for
themn s so that the possibility of failure
in that direction is not un nnmixed evil.
The hon. member for Nannine suys those
people will not pay for the water, but I
have a better opinion of my fellow men
than that. T do not helieve the hon.
member can point to any experience of
bis where the population in a cily
absolutely refused to pay the water rate.

Mr. Smmrsox : Why, Fremantle Jid
not pay for vears.

Twe COMMISSTONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardsen) : That
was hecanse they were not -pressed to
pay; but, when called upon, they paid up
like men.

Mer. Itninewonrts: You will have to
Put a rate on to get the money.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) : Then
we will put a rate on. T am inclined to
think the easicst way to make people pay
will be to stop the water. I suppose
these eleven new members will bring so
much political pressure to bear, that they
will not stand that sort of thing; so that
if we loolk at that phase of the guestion,
it. 15 not so very had. Many members
have said this scheme is not necessary;
that it is quite possible to conserve water,
and possible to get it on the fields in
other ways. The mewber for Yilgarn
said there is such an accummlation in
those lakes that the water can be con-
served.  Bubwe have had some experience
in the conservation of water, and it must
he admitted that conservation in this
country is very expensive indeed. An-
other thing is, the country is so liable to
droughts that you have to ensure a two
or three years’ supply before you ean be
safe,

Mr. Ranpein: I rise to a point of
order. The hon. gentleman is addressing
himnself to the main question, and not to
the amendment.

TI'ug COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
TANDS (Hon. A. B. Richardson): Tam
afraid T have been out of order; but I
have done, so far as that is concerned.
I do pot think there iz much in this
argument for delay. If hon. members
can show that, by delay, we can ensure

-
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such an increase of wisdom, and an in-
i crease of knowledge and intelligencs, I
may yo with t]um hut until they can
prove that the c*]e\en or rather the
forty-four men who are coming into this
House under the new Constitution Bill,
| and who are to be sent in by these new
voters, are geing to be o superior class,
with wider knowledge, higher wisdom,
and a better grasp of thue question, I, for
one, decline to yieldl the palm.  IE they
show they know more than we can know,
and are alzo more deeply interested in
the suceess or failure of this scheme,
then I say we, who have heen in the
country and have interests in it, are more
deeply juterested in it than any new
arrvals can be,
r M=w.. RANDELL: T am not quite sure
that T understouvd some of the words nsed
I in the amendment. I do not know in
what sense the wover used the word
' premature ;” whether he used it with
regird to the necessity for a water supply
to the goldfields, or whether he intended
it to apply to the latter part of the sen-
tence. If the hon. member is of opinion
that the scheme is premature-—

Mrz. Intivawortu: The Bill befors
the House is to horrow two and a-halt
willions.

M=z. RANDELL: Does the hon, mem-
ber mean that the time has not vot
arrived for giving a water supply to the
goldfields, or does he mean that it is
premature in the sense that the constitn-
encies that are proposed to be created by
the re-adjustment of seats should have an
opportunity of expressing themselves at
the poll?  As regards the first, it the
bon. member really means that it is pre-
mature, I think most other hon. members
in this House will be in opposition to
him. There is an almost vnanimous
feeling in this House that a water
supply scheme is not premature—that
a supply of water from some source
should he given to the goldfields.
With regard to the latter part of the
question, und to which I think hon.
members ought now to address them-
selves—that 1s the constitutionul aspect,
which has been raised especially by the
hon. members for Wellington, Naunine,
and Geraldton—I will not say much,
hecause I am not a constitutional antho-
rity. But T cannot conceal from mnyself
i the fact that we ought Lo bring to Dear a
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little common sense and practical know-
ledge as to the necessities of our position
at the present time. If [ bad an oppor-
tunity of consulting English history,
which to some extent, though perhaps
not in every case, is a guide to this House
in its proceedings, we should find the
procedure of the Ministry in the old
country is very much like that which has
been pursned by the Ministry here in
bringing forward this scheme. I helieve
no Ministry, on entering office, sets forth
a full statement of all the acts and pro-
ceedings which it intends to fake during
that Parliament. Many important mat.
ters are necessarily brought in, without
previous notice, during the career of a
Ministry. I do think, however, that in
this case the Government might have
given more publicity to this scheme which
they have laid on the table of the
House, so that it could receive the criti-
cism of a large number of people outside
thia House before the, session began, and
in this way we could have obtamned the
opinion of the country on the scheme
almost as completely as through a general
election. Still this Bill bas now been
before the House a fortnight, and there
have heen opportunitics for people in
different parts of the colony to examine
it and proncunce upon it; so that the
argument which has been based on the
constitutional agpect of the question is to
a certain cxtent discounted. I shall be
glad if some farther time can be given
hefore this measure finally passes through
this House, so that there may be no
regrets expressed afterwards that we did
not examine into every phase of it. Con-
sidering the important interests that are
at stake in the uvolony, T believe the
scheme is not premature, but that the
necessity has arisen for giving to the
goldfields a more ample, certain, and
superior water supply than they possess
at present, or are likely to possess
weording to the statements made by the
non. member for Yilgarn himself. The
hon, member for the DeGrey has dealt,
I think pretty fully, with the aspect of
the question as presented fo us in this
amendment as to the introduction of
eleven new members into this House, and
the effect their opinions would have upon
the other members. We might reason-
ably suppose their opinions would be on
the side of supporting the scheme which

{ASSEMBLY.]|

Water Supply Loan Bill.

has been put forward by the Government,
as being the best in all the circumstances
which, % any rate, has been presented to
the colony. It seems to me to be
eminently superior to a. scheme which has
heen placed in the bands of hon. members
from a private source. I will go further,
and say that the Bill having been before
the country for three weeks, the people
in all the large centres of population—
Perth, Fremantle, and the country towns
—have had an ample opportunity to
examine into the details of this scheme.
If they bad entertained an adverse
opinion with regard fo it, they could
have culled public mesotings, and could
have asked their members to abtend,
either to listen or to give their opinions,
and then some resolution could have been
passed on the subject. I think that
would have been o very proper conrse to
pursue; and if in the country there was
w strong opposition to the scheme, that
course would certainly have been adopted.
Before the scheme was made known and
the reasons for it given, I was one of
those who were not favourable io it,
becanse it involved a large expenditure
of money and a great increase of the
public debt ; but after having considered
the scheme I have, as I helieve a large
number of people have also, altered my
opinion upon it. Itis evident that a great
many people look much more respectfully,
at any rate, upon the scheme than they did
before the details were made lmown ; and
we have reason to think that the country
generally is not opposed to the scheme,
for, if it had been, there would have
been the weetings of which I have
spoken. It is just possible that some
portions of the colony may, for reasons
which hon. members will he able to
understand, not be very much in favour
of the scheme, because, perhaps, it does
not benefit themselves. The scheme pro-
vides for a large expenditure in one
particular part of the celony, and one
can understund and sympathise with, to
a very considerable extent, the feeling
that I have described. It may be that
the Murchison, and even Geraldton itself,
have no particular interest in the Eastern
goldfields, and, therefore, do not look
upon the scheme from the same point
of view as hon. merabers from this part
of the colony or those further South. I
do not propose to suy very much on this
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point. T must say, however, that, on the
fave of it, I have considerable sympathy
with the views of hon. wembers who
express themselves in the anendment
that bas been moved; and I believe, as
a general rule, it is best to consult the
country in all cases in important matters
of this kind, especially and more so in
matters of principle. I do not know
that any great principle is involved in
this scheme more than is invelved in
the consideration of a railway schene,
and I think that there is not so much
risk in the construction of waterworks
s in the construction of raibways into some
parts of the colony. T have, as I have
said, sympathy with them thus fay; that
it is desirable, as fur as possible, n great
caterprises of this kind that. the people
shonld be consulted; and, further, there
is, taking into consideration the circum-
stance in which we stand at the present
moment, o strong element of reasonable-
ness in the proposition which has been
mide that the constituencies should be
consulled, Tt is cluimed that the mewm-
bers to be elected for the new gold-
fields constituencies should be consulted,
and T think that lhen. members who
consider that there should be delay
should remember that that delay will cer-
tainly run twelve months, They should,
therefore, look upon the question in that
agpect, and ask themselves whether we
should be prepared to undergo that delay
for the sake of sentiment, which, at the
sane time, I will say is, to & larg: extent,
richt and proper sentiment. They ask us
to delay for that period works which on
all hands are admitted to be urgently
necessary. I believe the goldfields centres
realise that the time bas come when this
step should be taken and, therefore, seeing
thal the matter is urgent, I think we
should as speedily as possible proceed
with this great work for the development
of the resources of the goldfields and for
placing them on u better footing than
they are at the present moment. [t is
beside the question whether the mines use
the water or not. We will deal with that
question when cousidering the original
mution, but T certainly cannot agree with
the amendment when it says that the
proposal of the Government is premature.
Looking at the question from a practical
point of view, if we desire to promote the
interests of the colony at the carliest

{5 Avcusr, 1806.]

Water Supply Loan Bill. 283
possible moment, the time has come for
this scheme, and if we are satisficd with
the propusul placed before us, we should
agree to the Bill that bas been introduced
hy the Government. T am afraid, sir,
that T have not spoken very effectively, as
I was not quite prepared to speak on this
subject, but T hope that I have made
inyself  clear that, whilst sympathising
with the hon. memher for Geraldton, T
think we should bring our reasoning
faculties and practical knowledge to bear
on the question, and not delay the con-
sideration of the vriginal motion.

Tup PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Although I think there is very little neces-
ity for me to speak on the prescnt ocea-
sion, still, us I have the opportunity and.

the right, T-should Like to say » few wards

in order to deal with the guestion that
has been rvaised by the hon. wember for
Geruldton—an opportunity which I will
probably not have if T do not take the
present cue. The hon. member’s propusal
has for its object the shelving of this
Bill—getting nd of it altogether this
session, I suppose that everyone has
woticed that there are many members
of this House who have not vet had an
opportunity of expressing their opinion
upon the main features of the Bill, and I
hope to see them take the opportunity
they will have later on. The desire of
the hon, members opposite hus been that
thuse shall not have the opportunity—
that they should confine thenr observa-
tions to saving whether this Bill 15 pre-
mature or not.  The hon, member in
urging on the House that the Till is not
necessary at the present time made two
statements which I wish 1o see put for-
ward plainly, and which I hope will not
he forgotten. First of all, he said that
there was no necessity for this water
scheme, and next he said that the wines
at Coolgardie do uot want the water.
These are two statements which I hope
hon. members and the people of the
colony will remember. It will e noticed,
I am sure, that although I talked for
more than two hours before hon. mem-
bers on the main featwres of this Bill,

. giving all the reasons I could find and

saying all that I thought suitable in order
to impress upon hon. members the im-
portance of this scheme and also its
neeessity, when the hon. member resumes
the debate after an adjournment for a
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fortnight, he does not touch onany of the
points that I then made, never deals with
any of the figures T used in that long
attempt on my part to place the matter
carefully before hon, members. What he
does do is to raise the question that the
Bill is not necessary, that there is no
necessity for the scheme, that the mines
do not want the water. An attempt has
been made, and I think it wus avery poor
one, and not a very worthy one, to attri-
bute to the Engineer-in-Chief motives
and views that he does nol entertain.
It has heen made to appear that all this
information which he bas so carefully
Placed before us in all its details has
been prepared under pressure from the
Government, and that his heart is not in
the scheme. I am quite sure that any
one reading his repert cannot come to
that concluston, although the Engineer.
in-Chief guite properly says that he is
not responsible for the project, being only
the adviser of the Government. But to
say that he is adverse to the scheme, or
that it has been pressed upon him by the
Government against his wishes, is as far
from the truth as the poles are asunder.
The only point that has beer made, in
trying to induce hon. members to vote
for the shelving of this Bill for getting
rid of it for a year, is the constitutional
point that this House is not competent
to deal with it, or should not undertake
to deal with important measures, because
during the next 12 months u general
election will probably take place. T may
point out to hon. members that under
ordinary circumstances this House would
have two years to live. We have been in
existence two years ouly out of four; and
it was only in order to meet the demands
occasioned by large influxes of population
that we have decided to cut short our
ordinary life of four years. We have
taken that course simply with the view
of admitting into this Honse the repre-
sentatives of those districts that have
been pewly formed. The hon. momber
for Perth, althongh he did not quote any
instances, said that in England great
measures were proposed by the Govern-
ment, and carried through the House,
without reference to a general election.
Can you imagine that in Eogland, where
a Parliament can last for 7 years, the
Government being prevented from in-
troducing any great measure becaase, if
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they did so, they would have to go
to the country and asceriain the voice
of the people upon it? I do not
think that that will be found to be
the case in England, and I see no
reason why it should be so here, unless
in matters that can afford to wait.
The contention of the Government is that
this is a pressing matter and ought to he
deali, with ; and we say further that the
great majority of the people of this
country are in favour of the proposals of
the Government. I say that the object
of those who are opposing this scheme is
nut to consult the constituencies, but to
delav the passing of this [ill and to
defeat the Government. I do not think
they will be uble to do it. The hon.
member for Wellington poses for the
first time in this House as a constifu.
tional authority, and has given us a lot
of fatherly advice. Une would have
thought that we were schoolhoys, 1
need not tell the hon. member that it was
said by a great poet that—

A little learning is a dungerons thing:
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierisn spring.

‘With regard to this proposal that- we
should rvefer this matter to the con-
stituencies, one moment's consideration
will show how impossible that would
be. It we were to refer this matter
to the constituencies at the present time—
and we canunot brook o delay of twelve
months—the new electorates would net
have an opportunity of expressing an
opinion upon il. The clectorates that are
in existence at the present moment wounld
alone bave the opportunity of saying
“Yes"” or “No™ to the scheme. Hon.
members know that very well,  'There is
one feature of the measure that hon.
members will have naticed. It is that
the three members who have apposed this
measure — who have urged that this
matter should be postponed—bhave not
had the pluck to say they are opposed to
it themselves.  They do not sav they are
opposed to the scheme, but, they say they
are opposed to its being procecded with
at the present fime.  If they were in
earnest abouat it, they would have come
out, and said they were opposed to it, and
| shown reasons why it should not be
I carric@ out. They have not done that:
' their desire is to destroy the Bill without
| showing themselves actnally opposed to
the proposals of the CGovernment. It
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must not be forgotten that we have
often heard in this House that the
Uoolgardie electornte bas some 30,000
adult  vesidents, and  those 30,000
people  are  praclically  unanimous in
regard to the proposuls of the Gtovern.
ment, [ hold tn my hand a newspaper
that L caive across to-day, the Kelyoortie
Miwer of August 3rd, in which appears
the following, with reference to a mass
meetiug held there with regard 1o this
srheme, that moecting being atteaded by
thousands of miners: * Not a single voice
< was ridsed against the Government pro-
“Ject from  the vast  concourse that
“assembled.  Hostile eritics were invited
“to come forward, hut nome put in un
“appearanee, and when the resolution
“favouring the scheme was put, every
“hand was raised in support, and not
“onu against the motion.”  ‘This extred
represents the feeling all over the Cool-
gardie goldficlds, und I say this with
reference to the members who are likely
to be returned for those constituencies at
Coolegardie, that no cundidate would ever
be able to find a place in this Housve if he
went Defore those people and said he was
opposed to our dealing with the great want
they are so desirous of baving supplied.
It is not bikelv ihat such a candidate
would be able to get more than a few
voles in all that great community.  You
may take it from me that when Coolprr-
Jdie returns those six viebers, they will
all be in favour of this scheme, and not
one opposed to it

Me. Trnixeworti : The Government
will be wll the stronger.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Hon. members who support the amend-
ment have not said that they are opposed
to the scheme, and that is what they ought
to lave said if they were in carnest.
But they are determined, if possible, to
kill the Bill by setiing up what is a mere
subterfuge. They do not propose any
alterbative, and I did cxpect that the
hon. member for Geraldton, after a fort-
night's deliberation, after being urged on
on by the press, would have had svine
alternative to bring forward.  What did
he tell us? He tokl ns nothing. He
had no proposal showing what he would
do for all those people who are living in
discomfort owing Lo uot having sufficient
water. Another hon. member, the mem-
ber for Nunnine, who poses as one
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desirous of helping the goldfields, and as
ohe possvssing wreat sympathy with his
fetlow men, whut does he propose ¥

Me. InuisewortH : It 13 not our place
Lo propose.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir F. Forresl):
It you condemn  the proposuls of the
Guvernment, it is yonr duty to put some
other proposals hefore the country.

Mx. ILuixawonrTn : It is never done in
the world,

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
KH yon oppose the carrvying out of
this important schemne, a scheme that
bas for its object not only the opening
up of the goldfields, but alse the
prescerving  of the lives of the people
there, it is your duty to give some al-
ternative, some propossl of your own for
dealing with this water difficulty. The
hon, members have not done that, but
they have urged us to delay the scheme
and do nothing, We have, during the
last few years, had many times to
oppose those who have been erving
out “Delay, delav,” Lut we are uot
going to delay if we can Lelp it
Another thing : it must have been
almoest amusing to hon. members on this
side of the House to be warned by the
itwo members opposite, not to bring
ruin on the colony. Only fancy the
men around me, men of substance and
position awd long service in the colony,
being warned by the hon. members
opposite not to rim ourselves ! Tt alinost
takes one laugh. I would ask hon. mem-
bers, whe have most to lose ¥ Which are
most likely to be careful of the interests
of the country? We are not going to
ruin ourselves and to ruin this colony,
und I do not know why we need a warn-
ing from the hon. members oppasite.
It is not the Bill they are soanxious ahout
us their desire to defeat the Government.
What I ask hon. members is that they
shall pass the measure, und not delay 1t
on account of this side propusal. T do
not know why any one on the cross
henches should move a motion on this
subject.  Where are the leaders¥ "Mz,
Inuixeworti : In England.] You are ull
leaders.

Me. Siypsox: We ave hetter off than
your side,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir.J. Forrest) :

- What I say, in conclusion, is this, that

thuse who ure oppused to this measure
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should oppose the Bill out and out and
attempt to throw it out, and not by a
side wind, or a side issue, or asubterfuge
try to get rid of the Bill. Tiis a plain
matter, easily understood; a matter that
anyone cun understand for himself. Is
this Bill necossary, or is 3t not P Is the
scheme urgent, or is it not?  If it is so,
supportit.  If it is not wanted, if itis not
necessary, if, as the hon. member for
CGeraldton says, there is no necessity for
the scheme, if the mines do not want the
witer, well thon it is not a good Bill and
should wot be supported. That is the
plain English of the question; but we
have had to go off that track owing to
the subterfuge set up by the hon, member
for Geraldton. We have had to discuss
the matter as to whether the scheme is
premature or not, while it would be just
as’casy to say “no” to the Bill. Hon
members should confine themselves to
that position. I may tell hon. members,
who are asking for delay, that every man
they meet is in favour of the Bill, and,
thercfore, they do not like to say they
are opposed to it. They simply say they
will delay the Bill, they will consider it
by-and-by, but T declare that now is the
more convenicut season. This measure 4

brooks of no delay ; this is the convenient £ been mentioned here by a gentlenmun

season ; and I believe that hon. members 4
will agree with me and vote accordingly.
Amendment (Mr. Simpson’s) put, and
negatived on the voices by a large
majority. -
[Discussion on the main question re-
gumed. ]

Tar DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : Although
this measare has Deen introduced by
the hon. the Premier, still 1 think it
will after all resolve itself, if carried,
into a matter to be dealt with Dby the
department over which I preside, The
Premier has so fully placed before this
Houscall the particularsin connection with
the Bill, and I think it has been s0 well
threshed out by those who have spoken
for and against, that thereis little for me
Lo say, except to place before the Housea
few facts in connection with the scheme.
Some points have heen raised hy hon.
membhers as to the practicability of the
scheme, and 1 think those points have
been dispelled by the remarks which
have been made by those whe have
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supported the scheme. I think that the

Weler Supply Lown Bill,

estimates that I have placed on the table
of the House, showing how the various
amounts named in the scheme were
arrived at by the Engineer-in-Chief, are
convincing proofs tbhat i wrriving at
these facts and figures the Engineer-in-
Chief had fully considered the subject
before putting his scheme in the hands
of the Govermment for submission to
Parlivment.  Some remarks have heen
made as to whether the House should
obtain further information from persons
qualified to give an opinion as to the
practicability of the scheme. I may say
that there is hardly any necessity to
obtain any further mformation becanse,
although schemes of this magnitude are
not common, still we have pumping
schemes in other parts of the werld
which are quite equal to the present
scheme.  There is therefore no need, in
my opinion, to obtain further opinions as
to whether the pumping can be done or
not, for we have proof already that this
can be done. Those who have opposed
the scheme have, in a measure, admitted
that it is practicable. From Tasmania
we have recently reccived information
of a scheme for pumping water to
the mines of that colony, and it b

who has addressed a” letier “on the
subject to the hon. the Premicr, THe
says: **The Tasmanian Gold Mining
‘“ Company have good reason lo expedt,
* within a month or two, offers of plant
“ to pump 6,000,000 and 8,000,000 gal-
“ lons of water respectively in 24 hours
“to 1,500 feet. Their present plant is
“ pumping over 3,500,000 gallons per
“ day through 718 feet in three lifts,
“ ysing 560 horse power. The engines
“ are on the surface, but if we had room
“ helow, 1,000 feet in onc lift could bhe
* done at much less cost. One of the
“ factors of modern pumping is a quicker
* valve motion, and the cost 1s reduced by
“ use of quadruple expansion engines and
« water tube boilers (vertical tubes); and
“ T expect our engines to pump 6,000,000
« gallons at not much more than the
“ present cost of pumping 3,500,000
“ gallons. Toder the circumstances, the
* mechanical difficulties in your water
* gcheme appear to be a very small
“ factor.”” I think this will show that
there is no necessity to obtain further
information as to what can he ohtained
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in the way of pumping, for it is already
in practice, not only 1 Tasmania, but in
other parts of Australia. In New Zea-
land the pumping system is in force;
and it is cvident to everyone that we
need have uo apprechension on that score.
There have also been offers made, since
this scheme has been put forwnrd by the
Government, to supply the pumping
machivery necessary for the purpose ; and
to-day there are in South Australia
pumps of the character that we need,
that have been offered to the Govern-
ment, so there is no need for inquiry as
to whether they can be obtained or not.
We have also had proof by lelters that
bhave appeawred from gentlemen who,
ne doubt, know what they are talking

about. For instance, Mr. Cox, who
recently wrote on  the subject, pro-
unounced the scheme practicable. He
mentioned then that, although sup-

porting horing for artesian snpphcq,
he Qid not look on this scheme as im-
practicable, Lhut pronounced it feasible,
We have information from other practical
men who support the scheme, so that on
the whole we may set aside any doubts
as to the practicability of the scheme.
Asg to the Engineer-in-Chief’s estinwtes,
it has heen proved to you that they have
been most carefully compiled; and when
he tells us theve is no doubt he can carry
out the work within a reasouable time,
we can believe those estimates. It was
mentioned with regard to the rainfall on
the goldfields that a larger supply could
be obtained by catchment. OF course,
no doubt during the last year or two the
rainfall has been very much better than
during the preceding years; but when we
come to remember that, though the rain-
fall was better (it was only some 5 inches
per annum), we see it is not sufficient to
warrant us in depending on it. The
calchment areas no doubt in many
instances are good, but it has been

proved by those prospecting in this
country for arcas, that the holding

ground is nol of a character warranting
us in expending large swuns in a country
where we are not certain of having good
holding ground. It is expensive to make
these reservoirs, and then there is the
uncertainly of the rainfall, and while
that uncertainty exists we cannot provide
a certain supply for those working on our
goldfields. ‘The questivn was ashed of
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| the Government the other night what
. they intended doing while carrving out
| this scheme to provide water on the
fields. 'Fhat question is of great impor.
tance, and one I am pleased to find was
asked. I think it can be proved the
Government are not wnmindful of the
wants of the people, and they are also
honestly trying to do all possible to
obtain a water supply in the interim
that must take place between the earry-
myg through of this Bill and the com-
pletion of the scheme. As yon are
awure, previous to my assuming office, the
Premier, who travelled through the fields,
sanctioned the expenditure of £160,000
for the purpose of conserving water on
the fields, and to-day there is no depart-
ment, except the Railway Department
with its vast construction works, spend.
ing such large sums as the Water Supply
Department. These sums of money are
beiog spent under careful management,
and the engineer who has been appointed
to take charge of this department has
recently visited the fields, and travelled
through their length and breadth; and
the officers in charge on the fields have
given him every information as to the
hest site to select, and selections have been
made, and trizl shafts put down in
different places, with different results.
Some  have been satisfuctory, and
some not, as the holding ground is
not of the best, and muoch diffienlty
has been experienced in  selecting
good holding ground. The Govern-
ment have sanctioned the construction of
a large reservoir at Niagara to cost
£30,000, which will impound many
millions of gallous of water, and this will
serve, I think, that portion of the fields.
We bave to depend on the rainfall, which
is nncertain, but admitting this, it shows
we ire alive to the occasion by providing
the necessary reservoirs. This large ex-
penditure is no doubt warranted, and the
Government have not been unmindful of
the people in that neighbourhood, because
instructions have been issued o go on
with the work at once. Not only are we
doing this in the Niagara dJistrict and
other parts of the fields, bué we have
commenced a diamond drill bore near
Coolgardie. That, T may say, is down now
130ft. and the work is in fair progress.
TheGovernment have alsoorderedanother
hore ty commence operations at a point to
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be selected somewhere near Kalgoorlie.
The plive will be determined on when the
Government Geologist, who has recently
been appointed. is able to assist our water
supply departnent in sclecting the site
where this bore will be placed.  This will
prove that everything is heing done now
that cau be done to give a water supply
to the ficlds, and if the rains fuvour us
there is no doubt that the large reservoirs
that have been provided may for some
time to come provide for the wants of the
fields. As to the diamond drill which
has now commenced work, I think we
have it on good authority that it will take
ab least two years before we reach the
depth authorised by this House—3,000
feet—and then we are uncertain as to the
result. Opinions given by geologists are
against artesian water supplics being
obtained there, but the Government, in
acting in the way they are, are acting
with the authority of the House, and the
bore will prove whether wrtesian sup-
plies exist or not. It will set ab rest
a doubt that for so long has existed in
the minds of those knowing something
of those purts, and it will be wuseful
knowledge for us to obiain. Though I
hope for succuss, I am afraid that we are
not likely to be suscessful, taking into
consideration the opinions we lave
regarding a water supply on the ficlds.
I have learned, on good authority, that
although much of the wuter consumed
there during summer is condensed, and
is wussumed to be pure, there must be
soinething  deleterions in  this water,
which undoubtedly causes bad health.
Though supposed to be pure water, it is
not perfectly pure, as it contains chemicals
and other substances injurious to life.
Though admitting that distilled water
should be pure, there may be properties
in that water that canunot he extracted
Frome it, and it must in o way interfere
with the health of people, as it has been
proved that, though the water is supposed
to be pure, sickness is rife in that district.
The sooner the people do not have to use
the condensed water, the better it will be,
and the less sickness we shall hear
of. I think the remwks T have
made should convince hon. members that
during the time this construction is going
on, the Government will take every
measure to obtain a water supply. I
think the large stuns that have been spent:
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in the pust,and authorised for the future,
prove we intend to do ull we cun to make
the water supply as secure us 16 is possible
it can he uude under the circumstaites.
There is one other matter I would like to
touch wpon. I know very little about
wmining, but I have heard something
about the cost of water and the crushing
of are. I would hike to say that, though
I do not wish to throw uny obstugle in
the way of those inclined to carry the ore
from the fields to the coast, still, when
we look at the cost at which water cun he
supplied—3s. 64, per thousand gallons—
it only means Bd. and a fraction for
crushing, as against 14s. it would vost to
convey the ore from the nearest point of
the tfields to the coust.

Mg. Mogar: How many gallons lo
the ton ?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F: H. Piesse): Two
Lundred gallons lo the ton, or about 8d.
per ton. I think this, of course, should
be an encouragement to miners. At the
saume time, T do not wish to interfere with
any schemes that muay be brought for-
watd for the conveyance of the ore by
the rutlways, but it would be better for
those intending to carry the ore through
to have the water taken up to them, ws it
would give a large saving., I do not wish
to detract from the bencfits of privide
schemes, as it has been proved that the
Governmenl wish to encourage those whe
wish to carry out a private scheme for
supplying water to the ficlds, but 1 would
point out one or twe orrors in the pros-
pectus of one of these schemes as to the
height of Menzies. For instance, it is
stuted they intend to pump water to »
mount near Menzies, and then allow it to
gravitute to Coolgardie and other pliwes
helow, but we have proved by surveys made
by rvailway surveyors that Menzies is four
feet lower than Coolgardie, und as it
is necessury there shonld bhe w fall for
gravitution purposes, it will be proved
by that that it is impossible to have a
gravitution scheme from Menzies to any
point near Coolgardic or Kalgoorlie. It
can be seen there must be something
inaceurate in the figures given.

M=r. Moraw: It is only anervid mea-
surement.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon F. H. Piesse): It is only

an ancroid calculation as to the height,
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but after these figures were obtuined a
sureey has been finished from Coolgardic
to Menzies, and levels taken so that the
height is clearly shown.  As to the time
which it will take for completion, I wonld
like to say I have also some fizures that
will give some inforwation to hon mem-
bers as to schemes carried out in other
countrics.  In the Sydney walerworks,
from Bark Hut Creck towards Sydney,
in the duplication of the tain in 1892,
there were 49-inch water pipes, each 27
feet long, and weighing about 5 tons
3 cwt. each, laid af & maximum rate of
80 pipes per day. that is equal vo 2,160
feet. The pipes proposcd to be used for
the Coeolgardie goldficlds supply are 30
inches, as against the 49-inch pipes men-
tioned above, but if laid ab even the rate
at which those 49-inch pipes were Taid,
2,160 feet per day, the total length of
pipe to Coolgardie —330 miles—could be
laid in about two yearsand scven months,
as they are much smaller and lighter,
and all alovg a railway line they counld
probably he laid much quicker than
that. We have a railway line all the
way there, which means we can carry
the pipes much easier than in the case
I mention. T can do more in carrying
these pipes than indalking on Glns scheme.

Ax Mow. Memser: You have not the
Fremantle block clear yet.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : We will
get that done soon, and then you will he
like the boy m the song—you won't know
where youare. I do not know thore is
much more I can say about this, except
on the question of delay. It has been
mentioned by some members that there
is no necessity to go on with this work at
onee.  Some have said we are acting
rather prematurely, and we should delay
and take the opinion of the country, but
iy opinion is that by this delay we are
cerfainly doing a preat injustice lo the
fields. If we are going lo carry out this
scheme, let us earry it out as quickly
as possible, as it is hardly necessary to
wait for the information asked for by
some hon. members. It is a most feasible
scheme, and there is nothing uncertain
about it.  We can cwry out the whole
thing provided the House sanctions it, as
it is only a watter of time and money,
and if the means are placed in the hands
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of the Guvermment, I have no doubt as to |
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the ultimate resull, which will be satis-
factory. I am sure the work will be of
immense advantage to the fclds, and it
should be carried out us quickly as
possible. I only hope it will pass through
its different stages and be finally agreed
to, as I am surc it must be aceeplable to
the country. T must say this, that if I
have then the honour of filling the
position L wow fill—though this Bill
has been introduced by the hon. the
Premier, it will fall to my lot to have o
greater connection with it than he may
have—if it is my pleasure to deal with
this question, I think hon. members can
rely on my doing all that can be done
in conjunction with those who cerfuinly
will have the practical carrying onb of
ihis work, men in whom 1 have the
greatest confidence. I think we have
men in this country capable of carrying
out this very great work, men who
have given us this dati to work on,
and I think the work the Govern-
ment Jiwe now proposed is quite safe
in the hands of those who will he deputed
to carry it out. We should not have
any delay, and I hope hon. members
will agree to the scheme. In fact, I
think we may look on if us one acceptable
to the country, und one of such magui-
tude and benefit that it must be con-
sidered us a great saving schemne for the
fields. No doubt it will eventnally benefit
the people there to such an extent that it
must further develop the fields, and in
doing that we are Qeveloping every other
portion of the coluny, as we are staking
all on the fickds. We are quite justified
in committing the country to the large
expenditure named in the schedule of the
Bill, and I an sure those now engaged
on the fields, and those who may after-
wards come forward to develop them, will
thank the Government for introducing
the scheme, and this House for passing
it through und making it the law of the
country, and so assisting us lo carry out
a work which must certainly develop the
fields.

Me. CLARKSON: Before this very
important matter is decided—and I am
sure it will be decided in the way the
Government wish, notwithstanding the
strenuous opposition from the hon. gentle-
men opposite—I should like to say a few
words upon it. I am not one of those
who are converted by that very able
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speech of the Premier. I confess when
Y first saw the measure T thought it was
a very big scheme indeed, but on further
consideration 1 came to the conclusion
that some scheme of the sort was abso-
lutely necessary in the interests of the
colony. I can speak with experience
about that connfry, as, in former years, 1
travelled over it.

Me. Smmrson: Why dide't you dis-
cover 1the gold.

Mg, CLARESON: I was not smarl
enough. My olject was to discover pas-
toral country, but, I wn sorry to say, I
failed in that; but I know it 1s destitute
of permanent water, and subject to pro-
longed droughts extending over two or
three years at a time. T should much
like to know where these lakes of water,
described by the hoi. imember for Yilgarn,
would be after a two yews’ drought. T
am afraid we would not find much of the
beautiful lake, hut ouly a heap of salt at
the bottom of the lake. The natives of
the country are very few in number and a
miserable race.  They follow the thunder-
storms that occasionally visit those parts
and manage to exist in a miserable state ;
20 much so that they are sometimes com-
pelled to drink their own blood and the
blood of their friends. 1 have seen it
done. Kangaroos, as members are aware,
can live withont water as long as the
scrub has sufficient meoisture in it, but
when you' ¢ome to consider the case of
thousands of men, it is a very different
matter. 1 bhave no faith whatever in
these proposed schemes for providing
water to the fields from these lakes. I
think the Government are rather 10 blame
for not testing that country for artesian
water long ago, as it is possible it may
exist, notwithstanding the opinion of
genlogists that it will not be discovered
there. T helieve now they ave testing the
country. Very great fault was found
with this scheme of the Government hy
some people, but it is rather remarkable
that no other scheme to take its place has
been brought forward, We are told by
the hon. memnber for Nunaine it will be a
rigantic fatlure, and that, naturally, what
the Bogineer-in-Chick had in view was to
have his name assoclated with sowme great
scheme. |Mz. Intineworta: I never
said it.] Then it was the hon. member
for Geraldton. [Mr. Sivpson: T did
not say it.] If Lhis great scheme turns
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out, as that hon. member said, a gigantic
failure, where does the honour come to
the Engineer-in-Chief, or the engineer
who planued this gigantic fallure? [Mr.
Smmrson: A very good point.] I think
it ts. There is one wmatter I should like
to touch upon. I helieve the Govern-
ment have selected n site for a reservoir.
Would it not he possible to find a suit-
able site on the eastern slope of the
Darling Range—I mean the valley of
the Avon, on the eastern side of the
slope? The Avonitself T do vot think
would be suitable, us I think the water
would be bhracsish. Take Spencer's
Brook, for instance. I Delieve any
amount of water can be conserved there;
and would it not he well to ascertain if
sufficient cutehmnent area could be found
there? It would save the cost of hauling
the pipes, and save cost all round, while
it would be worth having that country
properly tested.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH:
supply Perth then,

Mr. CLARKSON: That is what it is
intended for. T have heard it stated
that people on the goldfields are strongly
opposed to this water scheme. The hon.
member for Yilgarn told me himself that
to a man they were opposed to it. [Mr.
Moran: When was that?] The hon.
member told me in this room, and he
also told me be was dead against it
himself ; but I am glad to see he is con-
verted, as any sensible man would be.
In fact he had not looked into the scheme
sufficiently at the time he made the
assertion.

An Horx. MEMBER:
verted yourself.

Mr. CLARKSON: No,Iamnot. T
feel quite certain this measure will be
accepted by this House, and I see no
advantage in prolonging this debate.

Mr. Simeson: I agree with you.

Me. A. FORREST: I rise to support
the proposals of the Government, and I
think that such a very important question
as the spending of two or three millions
ol money will appeal to every hon. mem-
ber who knows anything about the sub-
ject, as being a matter of interest to every
one, hoth to private individvals and to
wmining companies at home and abroad,
which have had the greatest trouble in
ahtaining water on the fields to the east-
ward of Perth.  The question, le my

It would not

You are con-



Conlgardie Goldficlds

mind, is so important that it behoves
everyone in the colony to strengthen the
hands of those who are in charge of the
affairs of this colony in order to got this
work carried out with the least possible
delay. The hon. member for Geraldton
says that no public meetings have been
held in the different goldfield districts,
to ask the Government fo devise this
wafer scheme. But if the people of
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlic do wvot call
public meetings upon this subject, it 18
because they know that the scheme is
before the House, and that it will be
undertaken, I say that if you were to
tuke a poll of the whole of the people
of the colony, including the people of
Perth and Fremantle, I do not helieve
you would find. one-individual who -would
not agree that something must he done
to supply the people on the fields with
water., The question is one that brooks
no delay whatever, and the reception
that has been given to the delay proposed
by the hon. member for Geraldten shows
that the pood sense of membors of this
House will induce them to support the
Government, and see the scheme carried
out. No one can get up in this House,
who has had any experience of the opera-
tions of mining companies or the work-
ing of mines, without betug aware of the
excessive cost of the cartage of water to
all parts of the fields. Of course, as
population increases and more condensers
are erected, the cost of condensed water
may be cheapened, but it can never be
brought down from sixpence or nine-
pence per gallon which we have to pay
now, to anything like the proposed
Government price of three shillings and
sixpence the thousand gallons. In the
arguments used on this question by hon.
members in this House, I think that
very important centre, Southern Cross,
has been overlooked. I know the hon.
member for Geraldton has had a deal of
experience in the mines of Southern
Cross, and that he has taken an active
part in establishing some of the mines
which are at work there. I can assure
the hon. member that there are mines at
Southern Cross working only eight hours
out of twenty-four, and then having to
stop, for the reason that they are not able
to get even salt water; and I will go
further, and say that if they get this
water from the coast at Southern Cross,
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the compantes will uwse it for their
machinery, even if they have plenty of
sull water in their own workings, for it
will pay them to give three shillings and
sixpenee per thousand gallons in order
to keep their boilers clean.  Southern
Cross is a very important centre, and
the water difficulty bas been one of
the great drawbacks there ever sinee
that fieldd was started. At present
the people who are going there are
livingg oo this wretched condensed
water, and then it has to be broughi
fromt o loug distanee, I ask the House abd
the people of the colony whether we are
going to continue this wretched system,
and leave onr own flesh and blood who
are living up there without a proper
supply of water. The proposal mude by
the Government should he carried out,
althongh the monay it will vost seems to
be & large sum; because, if people are to
live in a now country, they must have
water, and it has been shown that it will
pay to supply water to them. Now, are
we not certain this scheme is a practicable
one, and that it should commend itself to
hon. members on its merits ? I certainly
would not vote for any Government that
would propese an unworkable scheine,
beeanse it would be like throwing money
away; but what do we find?  We find
that a company of gentlemen in Mel-
hourne have organised @ scheme on the
swlne ]mc%, but ihey do not find their
scheme is impracticable, They want the
scheme because it will undoubtedly pay.
Tt is fair to put this gigantic scheme in
the hands of the Government rather than
in the hands of auy private company.
The Government may, at the present time,
borrow memney at 50 per cent. less than a
private vompany. They can borrow at 3
per cent., while a private company could
not get the money at less than 5 per cent.,
and then a large number of the shares
would have to be given away. I think
that in this great question the issue arises
that the water scheme should he placed
on the same basis as the railways; and
as long as I live T shall never vote for the
private ownership of railways in this
colony, unless. as is done in England,
private companies are to own the whole
of the lines. Look at the experience we
have had. There is the Great Southern
Railway. which has oever paid its de-
beuture-holders sixpence.  They cannot
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get any interest, and now there is talk of
the rilway being bought by the Govern.
ment.  Take agnin the case of the Perth
Waterworks, as an cxample of privale
enterprise in this colony, and which has
resulted in the Government being about
to buy ont the owners of those works,
We find that every private scheme which
has heen passed hay been o failure. I
say it is far better for the Government to
make o failure than for foreign capital to
do so. It is far better, even if this water
scheme 15 to be o failure, that the loss
should fall upon the country rather than
upon  private investors, because every
member knows thal wherever a man has
lost his money he gives a bad name to that
country. T am glad the hon. member for
Yilgarn has been brought to support this
scheme, which he was at one time against;
hut still the hon. member complaing that
the water will not reach all parts of the
fields, but only Coolgardie and Kalgoorlic.
I believe the estimates provide for the
laying of 100 miles of reticulution pipes,
and therefore the water will be taken to
Biack Flay and the 25-BMile, and many
other important centres around. I know
the distance and I know the places. The
hon., member fur Yilgurn hus told us the
lakes on the Eastern goldfields are full
of water ab times, but they are not to be
depended on, I know the country, for
T have travelled through it. In 1871 T
had the honour of heing sent ond by the
Government of the colony to explore that
conntry, to sce if it were fit Eor pastoral
purposes. I found splendid country out,
there. 1 bad never seen any country
like it. There were splendid grassy
plains, and all the crecks and rocks were
tull of water. I made up my mind that
1 would put 10,000 sheep on that country
in February. But I returned in 1873
wilh the next expedition, and found no
water. The whole territory was in o state
of drought, and we had to run for our
lives back to where he had come from,
Now, what a contrast was there between
the country in 1871 and 18731 The first
time I-saw it, there was plenty of feed
and water, with lots of game; there were
kangaroos, turkeys. ducks, and other
Lirds and animals; but when T weut back
again, T found the place all dried up and
all life had disappeared. The whole
country was suffering from great drought.
I am sure that for years together very
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little rain falls in that country. If ruin
fell regularly, there would be fresh water
lakes in Ghe territory; hut in 1873 T
found nothing of the sort in the district.
Therefore, from my own cexperience, I
did not think anything of sheep furming
there, or Inight have been there now,
The drought was against me, and I
thought it was better to give np that
class of business where rain was so scarce.
The hon. member for CGeraldton says it
is not necessary to curry water to the
fields, that the mine managers will have
too much water. T have ncver known
any nining manager up to the present
time say he had struck too much water,
nor do I kmow that one single mine
hias got sufficient water. I am sure the
batteries will not be kept going until
some better means of water supply is
provided for the mines, The hon. mem-
ber for Wellington rather twitted those
who supported Lim for wmany years
by saying the members on this side of
the House would carry any measure
which the Goverminent proposed ; but we
only support those ncasures which are in
our opimon for the goud of the country.
The Governwent would not bring down
measures  which they know are not
demanded in the interests of the country,
and such measures are entitled {o the
suppert of hon. members and of the
counlry itsclf.  The hon. member for
Wellingtow also states that we should
witit until we get further opinions frem
engineers to  support the Enginecr-in-
Chief. I have heard the hon. member
in this House time after time telling hon.
members that the Engineer-in-Chief could
nol be wrong ; there was no man like the
Eugineer-in-Chief. T am therefore sorry
to find the hon. member for Wellington
asking for further engincering opinions.
The only question upon which it is
necessary to consuli other anthorities is
that of hydraulic power; and there will
be plenty of work to be donce before the
engines are ordered, and plenty of time
for the further opinions to be obtained.
This witer scheme is not entirely a ques-
tion for experts. The water can be carried
to any distunce or lifted to any height. Tt
isonly smatter of pumping power. The hon.
metnbers for Geraldton and Nannine ask
us to postpone the passing of this Bill
until & general election takes place, and
the new members coue into the MHouse;
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but I do not thiuk the people of Cool-
gardie or of the eastern goldfields, or the
new members who will be elected by
those districts, will thank us for putting
oft the carrying out of a proper system of
water supply for a single day, simply
because those new members are not here
to add their votes to the passing of the
Bill. I say the onew representatives of
the goldfiekls must sapport this Bill, that
they eannot be e¢lected unless they do so.
I am sure it would be impossible for
anyone to go into those new districts
and say from any platform that we must
not bring the water from the seaboard.
L do nat think that such a man would
get any votes at all; and 1 am sure the
hon. member for Yllgm‘n knew this when
he gaid he svould support the Bill, which
he was at first opposed to.

Mr. Moraw: I must usk the hon.
member not to state I was against the
scheme. I deny this in fofo, and T ask
him to confine himself to my published
address.

Me. A. FORREST : I have no wish
to misrepresent the hon. member; T
would rather support him. No doubt,
in voting for the Bill, the hon. member
would be cousnlting the wishes of those
who sent him into Parliament. T fecl
that T have hardly done justice to this
subject, which is a very important one;
but I cannot help saying what I know
about the country and the diffienlty of
obtaining a local supply of water for the
fields. The water scheme propesed by
the Government will be of immense
benefit to the country; and, when the
Bill is passed, it will give great confi-
dence to investors in our mines to find
we have sufficient faith in our goldfields
to spend so much money in providing
them with water. There is, no doubt,
plenty of gold in those ficlds; but capital
would not continue to flow into Western
Australia at the same rate that it has
heen doing, unless by such an nndertaking
as that which is before the Honse it
could be shown that it is posstble to
readily extract the gold, and that a good
return can be given for the cost of opening
up the mines.

Mz. LEFROY : I do not think we are
likely te.hear much more ndverse criticism
of the Bill that is wnder discussion, for
those who are not tavourable to the schene
which it proposes have already spoken on
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the subject.

For my own part, I am glad
the hon.

members for Nannine, Gerald-

l ton, and Wellington have taken up the

position they have, for I think it would
be a matter for regret if such un im-
portant measure as this should be allowed
to go through the House withont some
adverse criticism being placed@ before the
country. I think it is the duty of the
hon. members who ocenpy seats on the
Opposition side of the House to review
the Bill from their poiot of view; and I
am pleased they bave asked for delay
in this matter, because it has enabled
every phase of this subject to be discussed.
lesu hon. gentlemen who have spoken
against the scheme have called it all sorts
of names.  They have ealled it “ childish.”

They have declared that the Government
are trying to ram this measure down the
throats of hon. members of this Housc;
they have criticised those members who
supported the Government, and have said
they only follow their leader. I do not
think the hon. members who sit on these
benches follow anybody’s lead. If yon
look into their private concerns, vou will
find that they would not occupy the
positions they do if they did not possess
more brains and common sense than some
hon. members on the opposite side of the
House give them credit for. Tt has been
sought to he shown that this scheme is
impracticable; bot, while I am not an
engineer, I look at the professional evi-
dence that is before us to show it is
practicable.  The only doubt that has
presented itself to my mind is whether
we are right in pledging the credit of the
country to the extent we ave asked to do,
at the present moment. No one in this
House, or out of it, has shown, in the
slightest degree, that the scheme' is jm.
practicable; and if there had heen any
doubt on this point, I should certainly
have been inclined to vote against the
Bill. But, when I come to constder that
the five muemhbers of the Government,
supported by their Jingineer-in-Chicf, are
fully satisfied that the scheme will be
successful, there must be a great deal in
it, and I think it is worthy of carcful and
dispussionate consideration. The pros-
perity of the whole colony depends upon
the prosperity of the goldfields. Tt is
vevy necessary that clean, fresh water
should be obtainable theve, in order that
the mining centres may be populated;
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and, no doubt, with such a catchment
area as that available in the Darling
Ranges, Lhe supply will run no risk of
pollution whatever, and that is a very
important consideration. It has been
sail by some hon. members that this
question is not a very important one;
but the whole future of this colony

depends on the fields, and a good water,

supply to the ficlds means that they
will contivue to make progress, and
that the population there will have
a proper and healthy existence.  Again,
under this scheme, we are shown that
it will be gelf-supporting when it is
carriecd out. Some hon. members seem
to imagine that those who use this
water will endeavour to repudinte their
Liabilities. I do mot think that for
a moment. Tn these towns do we find
people endeavouring to repudiate their
liabilities when the rates are called in?
No, we do not. T ecertamnly think that,
in a question of this kind, the very essence
will be the cost of the water we use; and
I think people will not be likely, in the
the least degree, to repudiate their
liabilities for the water which the Govern-
nment propose to supply to the goldficlds.
As to the loan, it docs appear to be a
large sum; buf, as I have said, the
scheme will be self-supporting, and I
think we are right in undertaking it.
Some hon. members have tried to point
out that the Engineer-in-Chief is himself
rather half-hearted in his belief in this
scheme; but I think that suggestion has
been made only as a little honest criti-
cism—a sort of weak uwrgument against
the scheme. I can read between the
lines, and while T have not the honour of
a very intimate acquaintance with the
Engineer-in-Chief, and do not yget infor-
mation from him about these points as
many hon. members seem to do, yet what
appears to my mind, in reading between
the lines in his report, is that befere this
scheme was brought into this House the
Engineer-in-Chiet hacd evidently heard.
from outside sources, that it wus reported
the scheme was his iden, and that he was
trying to build for himself a monument
on Mount Burges. The Engineer-in-
Chief, in his report, says: “I would ask,
“in the first place, to be permitted to say
“ (as there appears to he a tendency to
“ misconception on the subject) that this
* proposal shculd not be regarded as
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“an undertaking which T am urging
“apen the Government for adoption.”
e said, in effect, ihat there appeared io
he a tendency to misconception, and as
that misconception had alrendy arisen,
the Engineer-in-Chief—very properly in
Yihe poatiion he liolds te the Government
and to this House—wans quite right in
saying the propesal was not his. As an
honest man he said so, and T think he
was quite right in saying so. He did not
say—*“ As there is likely to be o tendency
“to misconception, I would inform you
“that this scheme is not iy own,” but he
suid this nisconception had already arisen.
Again, it hus been pointed out that the
Engineer-in-Chiet is not, himself, quite
convinced that the scheme will he a
success ; and thereason for that statement
is that, in the conclnding part of his
report, he states : It has always been
“my imtention, mm the event of this
“ pumping scheme being adopted, to
* recommmend the Government to arrange
 for a consultation of high-¢lass special-
“ists 1n England, more particularly as
“ regards the height and distance which
“it wonld be most desirable to adopt
“ between the several pumping stalions,
“and consequently the locution of the
“snid pumping stations.” He does not,
in that passage, cxpress any doubt with
regard to the scheme itself—not in the
least. He simply states that, if there
should be any doubt, he would like,
before bringing the whole scheme to
completion, to arrange for o consultation
of high-class specialists in HEnpgland,
hecause two heads are usnally considered
to be better than one.  These « childish
minds of ours, on this side of the House,
cab quite realise that, if it is possible to
pumnp water 300 feet, it will be possible
to repeat, over and over again, the
pumping of that water until it is elevated
to the height required. As regards the
practicability of the scheme, there appears
to be not the slightest doubt; and no
hon. member has been able to point
out, any particular in which the scheme
is not practicable. T think the more
this stheme is looked at, the more
we like it; and, although the carrying
out will take u long time —1 hope
it will bhe finished within the three
years stated—-still T feel sure that the
Government, hand in hand with it, will
use every means they can to help the
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people on the goldfields in oltxining an !
adequate supply of water during the |

period of constructing this work. During
last summer it was a terrible thing to
hear of the distress caused to people on
the goldfields by the want of wafer; and
I hope there will not be a repetition of
such a paiuful state of affairs.
if we find those goldfields do not requive
this water—to my mind, a most remote
contingency-—and that to supply it is a
loss of labour, and a waste of strength, and
a waste of money, still there will be some
compensation in the fuct that they will
then bave got sufficient waler for all pur-
poses. Remembering that, to some extent,
the carrying of water along the railway
during last summer was a cause of the
Hlock ni the railway traffic at Fremantle,
of which we heard so much, it is to be
hoped we shall be saved from a repetition
of that. The railway will be wanted for
ordinary carrying purposes, without using
it for carrying water. It has been urged,
too, that this is not a Bill for supplying
the goldfields with water, but to make up
for errors in the estimates of railway con-
struction. Well, even if that be so, and
if this water is required for the railway,
surely we are not going to say now that,
beeause there was an error inade onee in
the estimates of railway counstruction, we
will therefore not go on with this scheme
for supplying water to the railway. The
water will be ngeful for the railway in any
case, and even this assistance to the rail-
way witl be a great advantage in itself,
There is no necessity for me to dwell
longer on the subject. It is a great
subject, and I think it behoves all hon.
members to express their views and give
their reasons for voting in the way they
will vote. We have arrived at an in.
teresting and important stage in our
history, and there are times when, even
at a risk, we have to risk a little, ulthough
I koow there will be no risk on this
oceasion, and I think I may conclude
with the remarks of Montrose :

He either fears his fate too much,
Or his deserts are small,

Who fears to put it to the touch,
To guin or lose it all.

Me. WOOD: I always think that, in
discussing great guestions of policy, or in
dealing with great schemes, the heads of
the partics constituted in this House
should be allowed to fight out the ques-
tions at issuc; and, as I am a firm
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belieeer in party government, I therefore
leave the main features of this scheme to
be fought out by the occupants of the
front henches on cither side of the House,
Bat it is the duty of hon. members to
say something on this important Bill,
whether for or against; and, in doing
o, they may well confine their remarks
to what they are supposed specially to
understand, giving o fair idea of what
their opinions arc on the matter. As
regards the necessity for this scheme, T
think there can be no doubt whatever in
the minds of hon. members that it is the
most pecessary scheme that has ever been
brought forward by the Govermment,
hecanse we ail know the great difficulty of
the goldfields for years has been the want
of sufficient water; yet uow, directly the
Government come forward with o scheme
to sapply that want, some hon. members
in this House have the audacity to say
there is no want of water there at all.
However they can say such a thing is be-
yvond wmy conception altogether. [Mr.
Stmrson : Hear, hear.] The hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton says there is no neces-
sity for this water being taken to the
goldficlds; yet, while I do not think he
“ fathers ” the private scheme of Mr.
Wilson, he is certainly a great helivver in
allowing private persons to develop the
goldficlds. At the same time, I believe
he is identified, to a certain extent, with
Mr. Wilsen's scheme for supplying water
to the goldfields, as he quoted a tele-
gram fromn thut gentleman the othor day
which showed how close his relation is.
Taking the question altogether apart
from the advantages of an abundant
domestic supply of water on the gold-
fields, Mr, Wilson's own scheme 15 to
supply water for the mining industry.
That being so, the fact of some members
supporting Mr. Wilson's scheme rather
increases the arguments in favour of
the practicability of the Government
scheme, and the hon. member for Ger-
aldton has admitted that it is prac-
ticable. When the scheme was first
promulgated by the Government, I re-
ceived it with a certain amount of {repi-
dation, and so did many others; but
after it was brought before the House
and explained so fully by the Premier,
the effect it produced was such that on
the next day I could hardly go down a
strect iu Perth without mecting somcone
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who was enthusiastically in favour of the
scheme.

Mr. Smrsoxn: You did wot go down
the right street.

Mr. WOOD: Obh, yes, I did. That
was the general fecling in Perth; the
people wanted the scheme. I thiuk it is
absolutely imperative on those who ave
apposing this scheme to bring forward
some alternative scheme which t.hc_} may
have in view. To those who are against
it we must say, *“ If you do not approve of
““this scheme, you should provide ns with
“ something better.” We say they must
admit the necessity of accepting this
scheme, or produce something better.  As
the hon. member for West Kimberley
said, we, who are supporting this scheme,
are not bound to any party or section in
this House, and we go for the best scheme
that is put forward. When an opposing
section in this House is attacking the
administration of the Government, 1t isa,
different thing from attacking the policy
of the Government; for whon attacking
the administration, I have heard the hon.
member for Nannine say, “It is not for
“us to muke alternative proposals, or to

“make suggestions; it is for the Govern-

“ment to do what is necessary.” T say
that, in & matter of this kind, the nrgency
of the ¢ase is such that it is necessary for
those who oppose this scheme to show an
alternative scheme, or to make suggestions
of a practical nature. They have not
controverted the arguments of the Premier
in ong single instance, nor hrought for-
ward an alternative scheme. They have
nothing else to bring forward; and in
their hearts I helieve they wish to sce
this scheme go through. As regards
private efforts, I think there is room
both for this scheme and for private
individuals to do all they can in supply-
ing the wants of the goldficlds. Thereis
no necessity to interfere with the efforts
of private individuals, nor to prevent
them from obtaining concesstons where

no responsibility is incurred for the.

suceess of the schemes, and where no
inconvenience will be caused to the public
of the country by its failure, I should
support any reasonable measure of that
king ; but I would not grant concessions
where, by their failure, the country would
be inconvenmienced. As regards the
necessity for this scheme, I do not think
there can be the slightest doubt about it,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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if ull we hear with regard to the wants
of the goldficlds is true. The hon.
members for Nanunine and Gerldton tell
us these are the greatest goldfields in the
world, and this is going to be the greatest
colony in the world. T Dbelieve that is
true; and if it is true, there is an abso-
lute necessity for this scheme.  Tf all the
storics we hear from the goldfields are
trug, as to the great developments that
are taking place, and the cfforts that are
being made to provide mines with water,
then these fields nre going to corry a hig
population, and that population cannot
stay there unless we supply them with
sufficient water,  Mr. Wilson's scheme
appears too vague and too local in ifs
scope, in my opinien, for supplying the
needs of a great area of gold-bearing
country; for it only proposes to go from
Menzies to 'Coolgardie, and there is an
important helt of country which the hen,
member for Geraldton has veferred to as
an honest country, and that country is
not provided for at all in Mr. Wilson's
scheme. Menzies may be provided for
by private enterprise, I dare say, but that
is not enough. We mast look at the
wants of Southern Cross, and that is the
place which, as many of uvs know, first
gave an impetus for going further afield
in the search for gold. We must not
forget also, that the mines of Southern
Cross have been faithful and honest
mines, and that the further they go
down the better is their outpnt of gold.
With a good supply of water, Southern
Cross will be one of the Dbest puyable
little fields in the colony. A good deal
has been swid about what is going to he
done in the meantime, while this scheme
is under construction ; but even if nothing
be done during that time, we shall be no
worse off after this scheme is constructed
than if the scheme were not carried ont.
On the other hand, at the end of three
years we shall, if this schemne is com-
pleted, and if we then have sources of
local snpply, be in a perfect state of bliss.
Thea hon. member for Nannine has often
told us, in his free and ecasy way, how the
goldfields have pail for everything, and
how they do not owe the colony for rail
ways or any other facilities given them.

Ma. I.uivawortH . We will owe vou
for this lot.

Mr. WOOD: They say we shall be
indebted to them, and T suppese they
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will be able to come upon us for anything
they want. T am glad to be able to sup-
port the second reading of this bill; and
I do hope that the voting will be unani-
mous. The acting leader of the Opposi-
tion, my friend the member for Nunnine,
must see that he has no chance whatever
of defeating this Bill; and therefore I
say, let them throw in their ot with us
and carry it unanimously. The member
for Geraldton, if he goes for a goldfields
constituency, which I hear he intends
doing, will find it difficult to face the
electors as an oppounent of this Bill. I
hope these members will come round like
sensible men, and allow a4 unanimous vote
to be taken on this measure. T consider
it is one of the most progressive measures
ever broiight into the Parliament of this
country.

Question—that the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed, on the
voices, by a large majority.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMNMITTEE:

The House went into Committee for
the consideration of this Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of 59 Vic., sec.
99 .

Mz. RANDELL moved that the words
“For the preservation of public decency
‘“and public health,” be inserted after the
words ‘ Licensing of weighbridges in
“ public places.” He said that, by a pre-
vious oversight, the clause dealing with
public decency had been dropped out of
the old Act. Theintention of this amend-
ment was to give the municipal councils
ypower to provide for tbe screening of
water closets in the city. Anybody who
walked through the city would observe
that the water closets were not properly
sheltered from the public, and that they
were, in that respect, nuisances.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clavnse 4—Vehicles to have name of
owner, &c., painfed on conspicuous part:

Mz. MOSS said the marginal note was
not accurate, as the intention of the
clause was not to provide for the painting
of the owner’s name on a vehicle, but the
weight of the vehicle. He therefore
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moved that the marginal note be amended
s0 as to read: * Vehicles to have their
weight painted on conspicuous part.”

Amendment agreed to.

Mr. RANDELL said he did not see
how owners of vehicles were going to
paint the weight on their vehicles, until
the muonicipal councils had provided
weighbridges. Some provision, there-
fore, should he made so that the Act
would not be enforced until weighbridges
had been provided.

Mr. MOSS said the objection was a
reasonable one; and, to mect it, he moved
that the words *immediately after a
weighbridge be erected in a municipality”
be inserted after the word “shall,” in the
third line, . . -

Amendment agreed to, and the clause,
as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 5 and 6—agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reperted, with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10 o’clock,
pm., until next day.

Leqislative Touncil,
Thursday, 6th August, 1896.

Duty chargeable on ontside pnchages—Receipts to
Lighters on Fremantle Jetty—Perth Mint: cost of—
Tronsfer of Lands Act Amendment Bill: first
rending—Companies Act Amendment Bill: third
reading-~Agriculturnl Bank Aect Amendment Bill;
third reading--Summary Jurisdiction (Married
Women's) Bill: third reading—XMarried Women's
Property Act Amendment Bill: second reading;
committee—Streets Closure Bill: second reading;
committee—Agricultural Lande Parchase Bill:
second reading—-Ment Supply: appointment of
Joint Select Committee—Adjonrnment.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair ut 430 o’clock, p.m.

DUTY CHARGEABLE ON OUTSIDE
PACKAGES.

Tre Hox. W. ALEXANDER asked
the Minister for Mines:—(1.) If it was
with the sanction and by direction of the



